
 

Fish & Wildlife Commission Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, May 21, 2026– 7:00 pm 

 
 

Commissioners Present: 
• Kevin Davis 
• Beth Lamb 
• Sharon Ponsford 
• Dagny Thomas – Chair  
• Keli Hendricks 
• Jeff Holden 
• David Cook 

 

Commissioners Absent: 
• Todd Derum – Vice Chair 
• Richard Stabler 

Vacancies: 
• District 4: 1 seat 
• At Large: 2 seat 

Other Attendees: 
• Arielle Kubu-Jones, AWM 

Staff 
• Maxine Meckfessel, 

White Shark Project 
(virtual attendee) 

• Michael Roa (presenter, 
Sebastopol Kiwanis) 

• Victoria Machuca, AWM 
Staff 

 
 

I. Call to Order 
Chair Dagny Thomas called the meeting to order at 7:01pm.  

  
II. Adoption of Minutes 

A. February 2026 Minutes 
Report: Dagny Thomas called for comments or amendments to the February minutes. No comments or 
amendments were stated.   
Action: A motion was made by Jeff Holden to accept minutes with no amendments; motion seconded by 
Sharon Ponsford. 
Passed with: 7 ayes, 0 nays, 2 absent. 

 
III. Correspondence  

A. California Fish and Game Commission May 5-6 Meeting agenda 
B. California Fish and Game Commission May 19 Meeting agenda 

 
Chair Thomas stated that the meeting agendas were received via email and not in the meeting packet. 

 
IV. Financial Reports  

A. February, March, & April 2026 Financial Reports.  
Report: Chair Thomas shared the remaining budget is about $32,000. Reminded of the decision to reduce 
funding for next fiscal year. Beth Lamb stated the need to spend funds before the end of the fiscal year. 
Discussion around awarding more than the already decided upon available scholarships because the funds 
are available.  
Action: A motion was made by Jeff Holden to accept financial reports as presented; motion seconded by 
Kevin Davis. 
Passed with: 7 ayes, 0 nays, 2 absent. 

V. Old Business 
None. 
 

VI. New Business 
A. First Reading of Grant Application – Introductory Field Guide to the Coast Redwoods, Kiwanis Club 

of Sebastopol Foundation. Dagny Thomas introduces Michael Roa to the board. Michael Roa first 
thanks the commission for their support of North Bay Science Discovery Day. He states there were 
11,000 people who attended, and that it was a whole family event. Commissioner Lamb stated 
that she attended, and that it was a great event. Michael discusses the change of the event date 



next year to May to avoid fire season and rainy season. He states they will have financial support 
from Medtronic for maybe one more year for this event.  
 
Mr. Roa provided background on the origins of the Field Guide, and how it was developed to help 
docents and interpreters. Many of the photos used in the Field Guide were provided on the 
condition that they not be sold for profit. He has distributed 180 copies to public serving 
organizations such as libraries, California Department of Fish and Game, and Regional and State 
parks. He self-funded the printing of the guides and has applied for the grant to support these 
costs. Commissioner Lamb clarified that Mr. Roa is selling the guides at cost for $11.   
 
Commissioners provide positive feedback about the guides. Mr. Roa shares that he is working on a 
second edition to make minor changes. Chair Thomas states that the Agricultural Commissioner 
requested a list of where the guides have been distributed, and Mr. Roa clarifies that the proposal 
contains this information. Mr. Roa states that if someone wants a copy, they can contact him. 
Dagny Thomas said there will be a second reading at the next regular meeting of the Commission. 
Mr. Roa thanked the commission. 

 
B. 2026 Fish and Wildlife Scholarships. Chair Thomas requests commissioners provide their top 6 

candidates for scholarships one by one, while Department Staff track the tally. Scholarship 
applicants are referred to by numbers, as the applications considered by the Commission have 
personal information redacted to create a blind consideration process. Consideration begins with 
2 Memorial Scholarships (Al Ferris Memorial Scholarship, $3,000, and Al Gerhardt Memorial 
Scholarship, $3,000) and 4 regular Fish and Wildlife Commission, $2000, scholarships available.  
Chair Thomas states that they can increase the number of scholarships, then requests 
Commissioners provide their top 8 candidates.  After going through all the Commissioners top 8 
and tallying selections, Commissioners discuss awarding the different scholarships. Commissioner 
Lamb makes a motion to award an additional $3,000 Fish and Wildlife Scholarship, and 2 
additional regular Fish and Wildlife scholarships because there are sufficient funds in the budget. 
Kevin Davis seconded the motion. With the motion, the total amount for scholarships was 
increased by $7,000 for a total of $21,000.00.  

 
The final distribution of awards is as follows: 

• Candidate 25: 7 tallies, awarded Al Gerhardt Memorial Scholarship ($3,000) 
• Candidate 11, 5 tallies, awarded Al Ferris Memorial Scholarship ($3,000) 
• Candidate 32, 5 tallies, awarded additional $3,000 Fish and Wildlife Scholarship 
• Candidates 3, 14, 20, 29, 33, and 34 all received 4 tallies and were all awarded $2,000 

Fish and Wildlife Scholarships  
 

Motion Passed with: 7 ayes, 0 nays, 2 absent 
 

Department staff will follow up with all scholarship applicants and winners will be invited to the 
June meeting.  
 

VII. Reports/Comments 
A. Public 

Maxine Meckfessel, White Shark Project,  
States that she will be finishing her application this month. Seeing how many other grants there were on the 
docket and if they need to rush to get the application in. Commission advises her to wait until July for the new 
fiscal year. Commission discusses if they will be able to use the remaining funds in the budget for this fiscal year 
to use for the White Shark Project, but the bylaws say there must be 2 readings and the funds are allocated at 
the second reading.  
 
Dagny Thomas suggests the commission notify grant applicants that the commission is working with a smaller 
budget next year than past years.  
 

B. Board 
Honoring former Commissioner Jim Lynch and Chair Crystal Norris. Staff share that the Department is 
planning a Gold Resolution for Chair Norris. Resolutions would be approved by the Board of Supervisors, 
and then former Commissioners would be invited to a meeting of the commission to present them in a 



more private setting. Chair Thomas states that Chair Norris served about 29 years and Commissioner 
Lynch served about 30 years on the board. 
 
 
 
 

VIII. Adjourn 
Meeting adjourned at 7:49 pm. 
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