
 

 

Fish & Wildlife Commission Meeting Minutes  
Thursday, April 17, 2024 – 7:00 pm  

  
Commissioners Present  Commissioners Absent  Others  
Crystal Norris – Chairperson    Mary Halasz – So Co Dept Agriculture  
David Cook     Arielle Kubu-Jones – So Co Dept. Agriculture 
Kevin Davis    

 

  Todd Derum   ZOOM Attendees: 
  Keli Hendricks   JD Bergeron – International Bird Rescue  

 Jeff Holden  Phil Kohlmetz – International Bird Rescue  
 Harry Hubbell  Maxine Meckfessel – CA White Shark Project  
 Beth Lamb   

 Jim Lynch 
 

  
 Sharon Ponsford 

 
  

Dagny Thomas      
      
  

I. Call to Order  
Commissioner Crystal Norris called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm.   

  
II. Adoption of March 2025 Minutes  

Report:  Crystal Norris asked if there are any additions or corrections to the March 2025 minutes.  
Action:  A motion was made by Sharon Ponsford to accept minutes; motion seconded by Kevin Davis.  
Passed with:  6 ayes, 0 nays, 5 absent.  

  
III. Correspondence  

Fish and Game Commission notices. Arielle signed up to receive emails, so Commissioners should start to 
receive them. 

   
IV. Financial Reports for March 2025 

Report:  Commission currently has $66,556.29 remaining in budget for this fiscal year. Received $1,327.69 
from Superior Court, $250.00 from DA’s office. District Attorney is looking at cases again, even if small ones. 
Action:  A motion was made by Jim Lynch to accept financial reports for March 2025 as presented; motion 
seconded by Dagny Thomas.  
Passed with:  6 ayes, 0 nays, 5 absent.  

  
V. Old Business  

A. Second reading for International Bird Rescue’s grant request of $12,500.00. JD Bergeron attended via 
ZOOM with update stating another their work continues to be urgent as another pelican crisis is 
starting, and Fish and Wildlife’s support has been important to them. 
Action: A motion was made by Jim Lynch to accept this proposal for Grant #232; motion was seconded 
by Kevin Davis. 

B. Second reading for grant request of $8,000.00 from California White Shark Project which is led by Scot 
Anderson and Paul Kanive, PhD. Maxine Meckfessel, outreach coordinator, attended via ZOOM and 
shared a video presentation via screenshare.  



Action: A motion was made by Dagny Thomas to accept proposal for Grant #233 and increase to 
$10,000.00, motion was seconded by David Cook. 
Passed with: 6 ayes, 0 nays, 5 absent. 

 
  

VI. New Business   
A. Crystal introduced Arielle Kubu-Jones, new Administrative Coordinator. Arielle shared that during the 

pandemic, Board of Supervisors made a new rule pertaining to how At Large seats are appointed. Fish 
and Wildlife sits within Department of Agriculture/Weights and Measures, so that department in 
collaboration with F&W Commissioners, is responsible for appointing to those At Large seats. Arielle 
will create a written process for how to handle new applications and she is working on a plan to meet 
with Crystal Norris, Sue Ostrom and Mary Halasz. 

  
VII. Reports/Comments 

A. Public – No Comments 
B. Board – No Comments 

  
  

VIII. Adjourn  
Meeting adjourned at 7:55pm.  

  
Respectfully submitted,  
Mary Halasz  
Commission Secretary  

 


