Staff Report

Maternal, Child, and Adolescent Health (MCAH) Advisory Board
Adqvisory to the County of Sonoma Board of Supervisors

Dental/ e Dental Health Network (DHN): The next DHN meeting will be October 22,
Oral Health 12:30-1:30 p.m. via Zoom, with continued discussion of goals and objectives
for the 2027-2030 strategic plan.
e June DHN highlights: DHS staff reviewed recent Kindergarten Oral Health
Assessment (KOHA) data; 25% of Sonoma County entering TK/K students
had untreated decay in 2025-26. Staff also reported that nearly 4,000 dental
hygiene kits were distributed through public health vending machines from
April 2025-June 2026, including 2,600+ adult kits and 1,280 pediatric kits; 37%
of recipients were unsheltered. Planned Medi-Cal Dental eligibility changes
have been delayed until July 1, 2027.
e New Medi-Cal dental CHW toolkit: Smile California released a new toolkit for
CHWs, with care coordination, transportation, oral health education, and
provider-navigation resources. Available in English and Spanish.
e Free CHW oral health training: the California CHW Oral Health Training
Program, developed by UCLA with support from CDPH’s Office of Oral Health,
offers five free, self-paced online sessions on oral disease prevention, access
to dental care, and community oral health. Participants can earn a certificate
upon completion. Available in English and Spanish.

e Home visiting referrals: Nurse-Family Partnership (NFP) and Teen Parent

Home Visiting Connections (TPC) currently have no waitlist and are accepting referrals. NFP
serves first-time, low-income pregnant parents who enroll before 28 weeks'
gestation. TPC serves pregnant and parenting teens, including fathers.
Trauma-Informed Approach Public Health Nursing (TIA PHN), which serves
Medi-Cal eligible pregnant or parenting families with children under age 6,
currently has a waitlist but can prioritize families with urgent needs. Access
the Home Visiting referral form here.

e TPC family outing: Teen Parent Connections (TPC) partnered with First 5
Sonoma County and Sonoma County Regional Parks for a family outing to
Doran Regional Park. The event provided opportunities for peer connection,
reduced isolation, and time outdoors. Cakes4Kids also supported the event.
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Spanish interpretation for doula training: The quarterly Medi-Cal doula
introductory training was offered with live Spanish interpretation for the first
time, improving access for Spanish-speaking doulas. Eleven doulas
participated. Staff will continue exploring ways to better meet community
language needs.

Health To Go expansion: Four additional Health To Go vending machines were
installed on April 22, bringing the countywide total to seven machines. New
locations are at the Sonoma Valley, Petaluma, and Roseland libraries and the
People Services Center in Rohnert Park. All four new sites are available 24/7.
Updated English and Spanish flyers.

Tobacco Coalition policy work: Tobacco-Free Sonoma County (TFSC), an
independent community coalition, is advancing tobacco retail policy efforts in
Rohnert Park and Cotati. Residents and people who work in these cities can
help strengthen local policy by sharing community perspectives, personal
experiences, and support for healthier retail environments. Interested
community members can be connected with coalition members for guidance
and opportunities to participate.

Next coalition meeting: The next general TFSC meeting is on Wednesday,
September 9, 2-4 p.m. All are welcome, including those with little or no
experience engaging in public policy.

Impact Sonoma provides backbone supportto TFSC but is not a voting member.

World Breastfeeding Week: WIC’s annual World Breastfeeding Week
celebration drew more than 800 attendees and included food, music, face
painting, and raffle prizes.
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Special Projects e Nitrous oxide retail ordinance: On August 25, the Board of Supervisors
unanimously approved the first reading of an ordinance restricting retail
sales and distribution of nitrous oxide (N,O) associated with non-medical
inhalation in unincorporated Sonoma County, while preserving legitimate
medical, culinary, industrial, and other uses. The ordinance is scheduled for a
second reading on September 15 and, if adopted, would take effect October
15. DHS will conduct retailer and community education during the
implementation period.

Brittany Lobo Janette Allee

MCAH Director MCAH Admin Aide

Office: 707-565-6671 Office: 707-565-4494

Email: brittany.lobo@sonomacounty.gov Email: janette.allee@sonomacounty.gov
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