Maternal Child Adolescent Health Advisory Board Minutes

June 4, 2026
Members
Present Absent
Dr. Elizabeth Vermilyea Taylor Anderson-Stevenson*
Dr. Milana PeBenito Erin Reed*
Dr. Jeff Miller Alexandra Rios
Dr. Kathy Reynolds Flora Henningsen*
Dr. Michael Perry Stephanie Montez*
Natalie Wright Melissa Apuya*
Allison Murphy
Gina Cuclis

*Excused absence

**Pending Approval by Sonoma County Board of Supervisors
Staff Present Janette Allee, Administrative Aide, Brittany Lobo, MCAH Director, Laura Turner, MCAH
Coordinator
Call to Order Dr. Elizabeth Vermilyea called the meeting to order at 12:37 p.m. and introductions were made.
Approval of Minutes Dr. Jeff Miller motioned to approve the May minutes Dr. Michael Perry seconded the
motion, and the May minutes were approved.
Discussion Before taking the vote on SB 707 to allow members to attend via teleconference, it was determined
that the membership had a quorum, and discussion regarding rotating locations will no longer be needed.
Another point is that members will vote via Zoom but votes will be done by roll call going forward.
Vote on SB 707 on Allowing Members to Attend via Teleconference Dr. Miller motioned to approve, Allison
Murphy seconded the motion, and the membership unanimously approved.
Vote on Vice-Chair Gina Cuclis nominated Dr. Kathy Reynolds for Vice-Chair and Dr. Perry seconded the
motion, and the membership voted unanimously.
Vote on Letter of Support for Human Services and CAPE Before voting it was discussed that the draft letter
be amended to add “we look forward to your response”. Dr. Perry motioned to approve the letter with that
amendment, Dr. Kathy Reynolds seconded the motion and the letter was approved. Janette will update the letter
and send to Dr. Vermilyea for signature and then to the Board of Supervisors individually cc’ing Nolan Sullivan
and David Gunhin.
State Legislation Melissa Apuya not present.
Correspondence Janette Allee stated that we have a new member, Natalie Wright from First 5 has
been appointed by the Board of Supervisors and she will swear in after this meeting. David Gunhin will
attend the August meeting as will Aileen from WIC to present on Nutrition.
Staff Report Brittany reported that the MCAH Team will be expanding next fiscal year by adding a new
Lactation Consultant, and a new Health Information Specialist Il. We will also add a half time Community Health
Worker to add more outreach to the community. This will relate to Gestational Diabetes. And a new Public Health
Officer will be starting on July 8™.

Announcements Gina Cuclis announced that she met with Rebecca Hermosillo last week and
invited her to attend an upcoming MCAH AB meeting. One point they spoke about was HR1 and the
need for infrastructure, she stated HR1 has been her focus. Dr. Perry reported to the Redwood Empire
Dental Board and their quarterly newsletter the need for dentists to educate their patients on the
benefits of fluoride. Natalie Wright also stated that First 5 works with the Santa Rosa Metro Chamber
on expanding family friendly workplace policies including lactation accommodation. They also plan on
making future investments in mobile health clinics and preliminary conversations are underway with
FQHC about developmental screening and parent follow up support. Dr. PeBenito reached out to Dr.
Melissa strange to gather data regarding number of patients transported and transferred to UCSF and
Oakland Children’s Hospital and the cost of doing so. If she would like to attend and present her data
she would be definitely welcome.

Meeting Adjourned The meeting adjourned at 1:33 p.m.
Passed Motions

The May minutes were approved.




Handouts

Staff Report
Action Iltems
2025 Meeting Dates

August 6th  [Thursday| 12:30-2:00 pm 463 Aviation Blvd, Santa Rosa, Live Oak Conference Room
September 3rd [Thursday | 12:30-2:00 pm 463 Aviation Blvd, Santa Rosa, Live Oak Conference Room

October 1st [Thursday | 12:30-2:00 pm 463 Aviation Blvd, Santa Rosa, Live Oak Conference Room
November 5th [Thursday| 12:30-2:00 pm | 463 Aviation Blvd, Santa Rosa, Live Oak Conference Room
December 3rd [Thursday| 12:30-2:00 pm 463 Aviation Blvd, Santa Rosa, Live Oak Conference Room

MCAH AB Website

https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/health-and-human-services/health-services/divisions/public-health/maternal-child-and-adolescent-

health/maternal-child-and-adolescent-health-advisory-board
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