
Agenda 
County of Sonoma 
Commission on Human Rights –Special Meeting 

 

Thursday, November 6, 2025   5:30PM   Hybrid 
 

First District: Howard Sapper, Daniel H Sohn 
Second District: Nichole Warwick (Vice Chair) 
Third District: Katrina Phillips (Chair), Liz Cruz Reyes (Officer-at-Large), Angie Avalos Cendejas 
Fourth District: Irmina Benson, Cecilia Sofranko (Officer-at-Large) 
Fifth District: Lyndsey Burcina, Nick Thayer, Susan Hirsch 
 
Special Meeting Information: 
The November 6, 2025, Commission on Human Rights Special Meeting will be facilitated hybrid.   
 
Members of the public can watch, listen, or join the meeting using one of the three following 
methods: 
1. Join in person: 
     Human Resources Large Training Room 
     575 Administration Drive, Suite 117C, Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
     Limited seating is available for public participants. 

2. Join virtually via Zoom: 
Participate by computer, table, or smartphone application. Go to: 
https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/86197468007?pwd=nrRcAMbYkWvO4aMSwauor6WkoH4tix.
1 
Webinar ID: 861 9746 8007 
Passcode: 702616 

3. Join in Zoom by telephone: 
     Dial +1 (669) 900 9128 

Webinar ID: 861 9746 8007 
Passcode: 702616 

 
Instructions for the Public: 

In accordance with AB 361, Governor Newsom’s March 4, 2020 State of Emergency due to COVID-
19 pandemic, Sonoma County Public Health Officer’s Recommendation for Teleconference 
Meetings, and the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors Resolution 21-0399, the Commission on 
Human Rights meetings will be facilitated using a dual format with listening and participation 
available through Zoom and in person. 

Agendas and Materials: Agendas and most supporting materials are available on the 
Commission’s website at https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/Human-Rights/Calendar/  Due to legal, 

https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/86197468007?pwd=nrRcAMbYkWvO4aMSwauor6WkoH4tix.1
https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/86197468007?pwd=nrRcAMbYkWvO4aMSwauor6WkoH4tix.1
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/Human-Rights/Calendar/


copyright, privacy or policy considerations, not all materials are posted online. Materials that are 
not posted will be available directly from the Commission at chr@sonomacounty.gov. 
 
Disabled Accommodation: If you have a disability which requires an accommodation, an 
alternative format, or requires another person to assist you while attending this meeting, please 
contact the Deputy Clerk at (707) 565-1851, as soon as possible to ensure arrangements for 
accommodation.  
 
Approval of the Consent Calendar: The Consent Calendar includes routine financial and 
administrative actions that are usually approved by a single majority vote. There will be no 
discussion on these items prior to voting on the motion unless Commission Members request 
specific items be discussed and/or removed from the Consent Calendar. 
 
Public Comment: Any member of the audience desiring to address the Commission on a matter on 
the agenda: Members of the public are invited to join this meeting via Zoom teleconferencing. In 
order that all interested parties have an opportunity to speak, please be brief and limit your 
comments to the subject under discussion.  Each person is usually granted three minutes to speak; 
time limitations are at the discretion of the Chair. While members of the public are welcome to 
address the Commission, under the Brown Act, Commission members may not deliberate or take 
any action on items not on the agenda, and generally may only listen. 
 
Commitment to Civil Engagement: All are encouraged to engage in respectful dialog that supports 
freedom of speech and values diversity of opinion. Commissioners, Staff, and the public are 
encouraged to: 
 

• Create an atmosphere of respect and civility where Commissioners, County Staff, and the 
Public are free to express their ideas within the time and content parameters established 
by the Brown Act and CHR’s standard Parliamentary procedures (Robert’s Rules of Order); 

• Establish and maintain a cordial and respectful atmosphere during discussions; 
• Foster meaningful dialogue free of attacks of a personal nature and/or attacks based on 

age, (dis)ability, class, education level, gender, gender identity, occupation, race and/or 
ethnicity, sexual orientation; 

• Listen with an open mind to all information, including dissenting points of view, regarding 
issues presented to the Commission; 

• Recognize it is sometimes difficult to speak at meetings, and out of respect for each 
person's perspective, allow speakers to have their say without comment or body gestures, 
including booing, whistling, or clapping. 
 

I. Call To Order – Mission Statement – Roll Call – Phillips  
 

II. Public Comment on Non-Agendized Items – Phillips  

mailto:chr@sonomacounty.gov


Public comment is limited to two minutes per topic or four minutes when using 
interpretation services. 
 

III. Food Insecurity Statement -Sofranko 
Review and approve a statement addressing food insecurity in Sonoma County. 

 
IV. Adjournment 



For immediate release


The Board of Supervisors is currently considering executing a funding agreement with the 
Redwood Empire Food Bank in an amount up to $200,000 for the month of November, in 
response to the federal government shutting down CalFresh (SNAP) benefits as of November 
1, 2025. However, the Commission on Human Rights (CHR) feels this is underserving the 
43,000 residents affected, when comparing Napa County’s approval of $1 million in funds to 
serve their 10,700 affected residents for November and December 2025. The Commission also 
reaffirms the importance of autonomy around food security, relating to the Healthy and Safe 
Communities pillar of the County’s Five-Year Strategic Plan, which commits to quality and 
equitable public safety services. The Commission strongly feels every human has the right and 
deserves the dignity to choose their own food and nutrition, whether due to dietary needs, 
disability, or other reasons.


A Sonoma County Human Services Department report released in February 2025 stated that 
food insecurity has increased in Sonoma County since the COVID-19 pandemic, and that the 
most impacted groups are households with children, households composed of people of color, 
and people experiencing homelessness. CHR is currently experiencing an escalated need for 
food for our Youth Commissioners in our 2025-2026 year. Hunger negatively affects children’s 
cognitive development and can have severe and lasting physical and psychological 
consequences. The effects of food insecurity are steadily growing even without the federal 
government’s significant setback, and as a resilient and caring county, we must tend to our 
impacted residents.


Therefore, CHR urgently requests the following:


• A declaration of a State of Emergency


• The development of a collaboration with local grocery stores to distribute grocery gift cards 
to SNAP recipients, immediately and for the coming months


The Commission on Human Rights is convinced that our county is more powerful with 
community care. We stood strong after the Tubbs fire destroyed 2,834 homes in 2017 and 
allocated emergency funds to help residents recover, and we can face this emergency together 
also. We must work together to strengthen all forces in the county to stabilize food shortages 
and maintain a solid work force and economy, and we cannot do that with underfed, under 
resourced, and starving people.


References


https://sonomacounty.gov/study-assesses-gaps-opportunities-for-programs-that-address-
food-insecurity-in-sonoma-county


https://www.nokidhungry.org/blog/effects-of-hunger-on-the-body
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