
1 
 

Springs Municipal Advisory Council 
Minutes of Hybrid Meeting In person/Zoom 

December 10, 2025 
East Sonoma County Services Center - 19080 Lomita Ave - Sonoma 

 
The Springs Municipal Advisory Council represents the people of the Springs in Sonoma Valley as the 
voice of the community to elected representatives. SMAC is committed to engage with all community 

members in meaningful and inclusive ways to promote the health and wellbeing of the Springs. 
 

Contact/Contacto: Betzy P. Chávez, Representante de Campo de la Supervisora Rebecca 
Hermosillo. First District Bilingual Field Representative, County of Sonoma  
Betzy.Chavez@sonoma-county.org  
  
Springs MAC Meeting 12-10-25 - Sonoma TV You Tube 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qi1CNxY5EFM 

Supervisor Hermosillo welcomed everyone to the new location for the Springs MAC 
hybrid/zoom meeting of December10, 2025, and the location for all future meetings.   
 
Announced that due to pending arrival of two Councilmembers, the meeting will proceed as a 
Town Hall. The scheduled Presentations will be brought forward in the Agenda.  
 
Chair Reyes added - due to the anticipated late arrival of Vice Chair Fernandez, &, also the 
pending confirmation of Councilmember Ikrimah on the remote zoom link to complete a 
quorum, Supervisor Hermosillo has clarified this change to the meeting which has been 
approved by County Counsel. Presentations will be received, and also questions of the 
presenters, but no formal business can be conducted until there is a quorum.  
 
Chair Reyes: Public Comment can be received 
 

1. Public Comment, Items not on the Agenda [Not recorded on video] 

Jack Allan, Springs resident, bringing forward a Petition to MAC that he put out to community, 
has just under 200 signatures, for lighted crosswalks on Highway 12 corridor. Specifically cited 
Waterman Avenue, Central Avenue and Sierra, opposite Boys Food Center, as three potential 
places to get. Discussed here previously, been a year and a half, putting pressure on Cal Trans. 
Understands county announced a CEQA exception made for one but not other. Community on 
grander scale. 

Received via email: 
From: Gina Cuclis  
Sent: Tuesday, December 9, 2025 9:16 PM 
To: Betzy Chavez <Betzy.Chavez@sonomacounty.gov> 
Subject: For the Springs MAC Dec. 10 Meeting: The Monument Sign  
Dear Members of the Springs Municipal Advisory Council:  

mailto:Betzy.Chavez@sonoma-county.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qi1CNxY5EFM
mailto:Betzy.Chavez@sonomacounty.gov


2 
 

I’m writing to suggest a project for you. That project is to officially finish the Springs entryway 
monument by the former Happy Dog building. For those of you who may not know the history 
of that marker, it is an unfinished project that remained so after the dissolution of the county’s 
redevelopment agency. 
I’ve lived in the Springs for nearly 40 years and was very involved in Springs improvement 
projects back when we had a redevelopment agency. Springs redevelopment funds were used 
to build the monument with the intent that it be an identity marker for entering the Springs. 
The monument replaced the original idea, which was to build an arch over the highway, but 
CalTrans said no. The monument you see was built instead, with the intent of having text 
placed on it that had the names of the towns on the Highway 12 corridor, or possibly say 
“Welcome to the Springs.” It sat for a few years until the Springs Redevelopment Advisory 
Commission picked up the ball, had a design created to improve the sign, and discussed getting 
the sign finished. Considering how slow the county moves on anything being done in the 
Springs, the redevelopment agency was dissolved before the sign was finished. The county 
supervisor previous to our current one did nothing to complete the project. So there it has sat, 
unfinished all these years. A symbol of county neglect. 
Recently, someone took it upon themselves to add the Sonoma Valley Vintners and Growers 
Alliance’s marketing slogan to the sign. This slogan is also used by the Sonoma Valley Visitor’s 
Bureau. Robin Sebastiani, the Executive Director of the SVV&GA assured me they had nothing 
to do with the sign. I have been in touch with Supervisor Hermosillo, and her office also had 
nothing to do with adding the text to the sign. She told me she was trying to find out what 
happened. Maybe someone "went rouge?" 
In any case, a marketing slogan doesn’t belong there. What needs to be done is for the sign to 
be completed as originally intended. I believe the Springs MAC is the perfect organization to get 
this done. 
I hope to attend your meeting December 10 to comment in public. 
Thank you, Gina Cuclis, 1212 Alberca Rd. BHS 
 
And in person: 
Gina Cuclis, 1212 Alberca Road, resident of the Springs for 35+ years. Sent an email in advance 
to the Commission; coming here at the urging of County Supervisor, has communicated with. 
This is a simpler thing than the crosswalks. I would like you all to be the people who step up and 
get the monument finished. Somebody went rogue - we're still trying to figure out who is 
responsible for putting what is actually a marketing tourism-related slogan created by the 
Vintners & Growers Alliance on our monument. I have been involved in redevelopment issues 
for decades, back when we had a Redevelopment Agency.  
For those who don't know, that monument was created to be a place that identified the 
Springs. It was supposed to say something like – “welcome to the Springs” or a list of Springs’ 
towns. The original design idea was to have an arch over the highway, and Caltrans said no. So 
this Plan B was created, but never finished. To me, it sits there as a symbol of how difficult it is 
to get anything done with the county in the Springs. The former Community Redevelopment 
Advisory Commission did actually pick up the cause, got a design created to improve the look. 
That never got done, and the Redevelopment Agency folded, went away, and again - nothing 
happened. Our previous Supervisor did nothing to move it forward. There wasn't a group to 
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pick up the ball on it. So, seeing that somebody went rogue and put this item on the monument 
just reminded me that here is a body that can maybe finally get this project done. It shouldn't 
be complicated, shouldn't be expensive. It's lingered for decades now. I'd love to see you all 
with our county supervisor and some community meetings. Let's get that completed to identify 
the Springs.  
 
 Marco Suarez, Sonoma County Economic Development Collaborative, Business Diversity and 
Inclusion Program Manager. Here to let everyone know EDC will be continually helping people 
to start & grow businesses. Working with everyone, including underserved communities. Next 
year, will be putting on a series of workshops to help business owners and people that want to 
start businesses. It's been a tough time currently for a lot of our business owners. There's going 
to be workshops that will include everything that has to do with AI - from elementary, early 
stages, i.e. you know nothing about AI.  Come to the first  training, and then eventually will be a 
series of four workshops that will help go to that next level in terms of your business, i.e. how 
to use it, how to use the chatboxes, everything you need to know about marketing, etc. 
Trainings will be done with other partners throughout the county, including here in Sonoma, in 
the Springs. More to come on the location, TBD. There will also be other workshops in terms of 
8-week cohorts, pathways to business ownership. Currently working with 4Cs of Sonoma 
County, who have workshops for those who want to start a business in childcare; workshops 
starting in January. Go on website and fill out a form if interested, have questions, or want to 
start a business and need some assistance. Website - sonomaedc.org.   

2. Larson Park Project Update – Regional Parks (@00:34) 

Presenters: Bert Whitaker, Director of Regional Parks, County of Sonoma; Guadalupe (Lupe) 
Navarro, Community Engagement Manager, County of Sonoma. (Angie Sanchez, Founder, Vida 
Culturales, absent) 

Bert Whitaker Power Point 

Update on construction progress in Larson Park, Springs Community.  

Background – a 7.3 acre neighborhood & community park. The Regional Parks in the county 
assumed operations and ownership of this around 1987 when a Park District that formerly 
existed here was dissolved. Then went out in 2017 to engage with the community around the 
future of Larson Park; was interesting and fun. What was at Larson was tired & old; 
maintenance needed. Regional Parks Master Plan 2021, started fundraising campaign. Received 
funding from District 1. Advocacy from Senator Dodd for playgrounds. Also received tax funds. 
Chose contractor last October; now 80-90% done.  
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[Note from transcriber: the audio is missing from both the You Tube & the zoom videos for 
five minutes. Notes included are basic taken at meeting. No time stamps]  

SLIDES: 
• Two photos of new construction; picnic area & new restrooms 
• Little League Field, all regraded, new sod on way 
• New black top 
• New basketball surfacing court 
• 3 tennis courts; were the worst, improperly constructed before 
• Pickle Ball courts 
• New playground equipment, larger footprint. Working on shade structure for summer 
• Picnic area in development 
• New soccer field in development 
• Parking lot area, now dirt, will be surfaced 
• Photos taken recently 

 
The playground is adjacent to the Pickleball court. Also a covered picnic area there. This will be 
a wonderful central location for families to hang out and relax. It's also immediately next to the 
soccer field, which will be getting new sod. It's got a new irrigation system. All those are 
investments. 
Dirt will get cleaned up at the end, that's the last thing done.  
All the curbs and gutters and a lot of improvements for stormwater swales and other types of 
things will make it function better during rain events. 
 
These SLIDE pictures taken last Friday; Bert did a tour out at the facility. His understanding from 
the contractors is this week they were going to be doing a lot of sod work. Even though not as 
much winter rain as we might like this time of year, it's actually pretty good conditions for 
putting this type of infrastructure in. Are optimistic and hopeful sometime early in 2026 will be 
opening this up for the public. Looking forward to seeing people get out there; many are long-
time folks who've been using this park. It is quite impressive to see the transformation. 
 
Lupe Navarro, Community Engagement Mgr. w/ Sonoma County Regional Parks (@6:59) 
Sonoma County Regional Parks has 3 gardens: Maddox Ranch in partnership w/ Community 
Soil; Andy’s Park w/ Land Paths; & Larson Park w/ VIDA 
 
SLIDE - About VIDA, info (@7:47) Who we are, What we do, Our approach, Our Role 
Told story of Springs’ child growing up w/ Larson Park, eventually becoming part of upgrade 
project.  
There are Professional Service Agreements w/ all garden partners, in which they agree to and 
are in alignment with the information in upcoming slides. They are agreeing to create 
opportunities for the community to access our parks in a cultural learning opportunity, and 
provide a learning environment for the community.  
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SLIDE - Mission, Vision, Key Impact Areas (@9:08) 
VIDA is centered around cultural opportunities, activities and programming opportunities for 
the community. 
 
SLIDE - Revitalizing the Springs Community Garden & Larson Park (@9:24) 
They're currently on their second term. In first term, between October and June of last fiscal 
year, were able to come in and start creating procedures. Expressed appreciation for Angie's 
perspective and work with the community in looking at - how do we create a process that is 
working for the community? And more importantly, she's also working on creating a Safety Plan 
for the community and our volunteers of the garden partner. In this last year, held 3 
community work days with over 90 volunteer hours, 3 focus groups with over 25 community 
members, 4 partnership meetings at the garden. Has new volunteers, and also now a garden 
helper. 
 
SLIDES: Larson Park Renovation info (@10:27) Construction 

• Food & health Education Programs 
• Workshops & Cultural Programming 

Angie has developed her role with La Luz & strong relationships with various organizations in 
Sonoma County.  

• Community Partnerships  
• Youth Engagement 
• Investing in Growth: Garden Stewardship, Programs & Supplies, Outdoor Classroom, 

Infrastructure conducive for community 
• Partner w/ Us. Funding, sponsorships, partnerships 

 
Recognition that the Park is currently still under construction. Once park opens, will have new 
fencing around the garden. Most of our garden partners have a sign w/ their contact 
information for the community to connect with Angie if they are available or interested to 
volunteer at our garden. 
 
Contact Angie Sanchez, Founder 
angie@vidaculturearts.org 707-304-1620 

Public Comment 

Marco Suarez, his family would be interested to participate in Larson Park Garden, will be 
enthusiastic. Parents are both 75 years old; dad loves to work in a garden where he lives in 
Southern California. Many people don't have the space in the apartment, so this is a great 
opportunity. Hopefully what's happening here is for them to recognize it's a bargain as well. 
They can come in and plant corn or whatever is in season, and feel like they're providing 
something for the community. Because we're seeing there are a lot of mental health needs 
right now. This is a great opportunity to get the elderly people that may be lonely - maybe they 
lost their wives, or their husbands or significant partners - this will bring them out. And, also the 
home care facilities where people can come out and be part of this. It will be great.  

mailto:angie@vidaculturearts.org
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Lupe, added, clarified, one thing done with our partners - that our Professional Service 
Agreement doesn't identify or specify any specific deliverables, because we are working with 
members of our community that are familiar with the community, and are creating 
opportunities based on the needs of the community. Appreciates that Angie holds meeting 
spaces to hear from the community what is it that they need or would like to see at the garden.  
And so, e.g. at Land Paths, they have built a robust program where families have their own 
garden beds, and that's exactly the model, where families come in, they grow what they want 
to eat. Some like chilies, some don't, some like tomatoes. Angie is hoping that will be a similar 
model. Quarterly meetings are held with all garden partners, where they all exchange ideas and 
resources. That is a takeaway for Angie as a benefit, as well as for Larson, & is exactly what the 
community has also asked for.  
Council Comments 

Councilmember Dong, to Bert – acknowledged his shepherding of work on Park & Garden. Will 
restrooms be routinely maintained? Bert, yes, typically serviced daily, or more service on 
weekends if higher use. Dong, suggested that location could be ideal site for temporary 
evacuation site due to open space. Also, will there be an AED installed? Also, a storage 
container to hold equipment, or emergency supplies if necessary? Bert, RE: AED, yes, working 
w/ Sonoma Valley Fire District. Will bring in & support AED on site; similar to Maxwell Farms, 
those buildings have AEDs. RE: evacuation spot/storage - maybe. Working w/ County Dept. of 
Emerg Mgmt. looking for possible locations. As of today, not aware of any discussions around 
Larson, other than in recent memory, i.e. if we do have a fire type of emergency, typically we're 
not looking at facilities like that for temporary location spots - because the ingress and egress is 
not great with a one-way in, one way out. It's definitely something that if we lean on them and 
look for support, & they are actively looking at this type of support, and being a county facility, 
will be told the game to play for that one. And, not uncommon for the sports groups to work 
with us to want to install equipment; we work with those groups on a case-by-case basis to see 
what makes sense for the park. 

Chair Reyes, RE: community garden. VIDA organization new to her as head of garden. County 
website says Seth Dolinsky & Springs Community Hall still in charge. First time hearing about 
this. How are people hearing about this? 

Lupe, in my understanding of Angie's communication, she's working closely for now with just a 
small group of organizations. Her delay was knowing that the construction was going to take 
place. Her contract was activated in October of last year, then we went into construction, I 
believe, in April this year. So unfortunately, her time has been limited. I think she activated, 
starting with the Boys and Girls Club and other local organizations, and community, e.g. 
Sonoma Springs has agreed to be of support to Angie. Thank you for the reminder for us to 
update our website. But I know Sonoma Springs has agreed to also continue supporting Angie 
and her efforts. I think once we get past the construction, that's when we'll see more of Angie. 
She definitely uses her social media platforms; she's well-connected in the community through 
that.  She was doing polls through social media, and people were responding to her polls. If you 
have other suggestions in terms of a better way for her to connect with the community, I'm 
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happy to pass those along to her.  Reyes, thank you, yes, because I follow, too, and I haven’t 
seen this. And community people have asked me about the garden, and I have referred them, 
even this year, to Seth Dolinsky many times. That's why I was wondering.  

Public Comment 

Supervisor Hermosillo announced the Council quorum is in place now. Vice Chair Fernandez 
joined & Councilmember Ikrimah confirmed on zoom. Can proceed w/ regular official 
meeting.  

Admin/Chavez, noted there is a zoom caller 

Carol Allison, Rotary of Sonoma Springs, RE: garden. Two of the garden slides were our club 
members volunteering in the garden, and we want to continue to do that. We are also 
interested in possibly working on some other projects in the park. We are interested in possibly 
putting in a Peace Pole, if that would be of interest. Been talking w/ Just One Mike folks re 
sponsoring an AED, but if you've already got something going; don't know if you need a second 
one. There are a couple of specific things we would like to be able to help out with; want to 
make sure who to contact. 

Bert, RE: community garden - contact Lupe. RE: Peace Pole, discuss further in future. 

Chief Akre, Fire District, partnering w/ Regional Parks & community. RE: AED - work closely 
w/Just One Mike Foundation, including installation at Maxwell & Larson. Continue looking for 
other opportunities to put AEDs in community. Possibly when Springs Plaza evolves, will be 
more opportunities. More stations equal better ability to respond. Do regularly offer AED & 
Hands Only CPR trainings for community, bilingual. How to locate & use an AED for 
“bystanders”. One hour. Can genuinely save a life. 

End of Town Hall & Beginning of Official MAC Meeting for 12.10.25 (@7:12pm) 

3. Call to Order & Roll Call (@26:12 video)    
Roll Call: Reyes 
Present: Dong, Fernandez, Ikrimah/via zoom 
Absent: Henderson 
On Leave of Absence: Norman, Iturri 
 
Staff Present:  
Betzy Chavez, First District Bilingual Field Representative, County of Sonoma  
Betzy.Chavez@sonoma-county.org 
Jessica Barajas, Board Aide, Jessica.Barajas@Sonoma-County.org  
Lin Marie deVincent, Minute Taker 
Translators online: can be heard on zoom broadcast – Anabella Tidona and Ricardo Perez 

mailto:Betzy.Chavez@sonoma-county.org
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Chair Reyes announced: Councilmember Karim Ikrimah is joining via Zoom under the 
appropriate AB 2449 provisions. Thanked him for making the time to participate remotely.  
Admin Chavez, requested confirmation from Councilmember Ikrimah that no one under 18 is 
present. Councilmember Ikrimah, no. Supervisor Hermosillo, also, is anyone over 18 in room 
w/ Ikrimah, if yes, please state their relationship. Ikrimah, no one else here.  
 

4. Approval of Minutes for November 12, 2025 available on Springs MAC county 
website. Link on Agenda.  
Councilmember Dong moved to approve November 12, 2025 Meeting Minutes, Councilmember 
Fernandez seconded.  All in favor. Unanimous.  Motion passed.  

 
File: Springs MAC Minutes Nov 12, 2025 Hybrid can be found here: 
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/springs-mac-meeting-november-12-2025 
 
Chair Reyes: officially introduced this year’s Vice Chair, Teresita Fernandez. She has served on 
the Springs MAC since July 2024 and is a local business owner, leading La Michoacana Ice-cream 
shop on Highway 12. Teresita recently shared that she created a community information area 
inside her shop where she posts local happenings and invites community leaders to share their 
calendars of events so customers can stay informed. This reflects her deep commitment to 
keeping the Springs connected and engaged. 
 
Chair Reyes: SMAC is broadcasting hybrid meeting on Facebook & Sonoma TV. Agenda Items 
have been allocated specific times; additional time is allowed for discussion following. Spanish 
translation available online; headphones available in room.  Reminder that the Springs MAC is 
an Advisory Council, all Councilmembers serve in a volunteer capacity. 
 

Public Comment 

Mario Coronado, message in Spanish [translated by zoom, may be errors] (@31:55) 
Buenas noches, la comunidad de los Springs, me llamo Mario Coronado, yo soy el Asistente de 
la Programa Ascenderos Naturales, parque estatal de Sugarloaf Ridge State Park. 
Este programa de Centeros Naturales es nuestro programa bilingue para los familias latinas 
donde invitamos las familias latinas del varie y el condado a disputar y aprender sobre la 
naturalesa, y a traves de excorciones familiares guidas por un interprete de lingue. 
Nuestro objetivo es para aumentar a la participacion y la visita de familias Latinas en Parquez 
hastatales. Esto lo hacemos a traves de mejoras el acceso de el espacios y ofreciendo recursos y 
eventos en espanol gratis. Estos inventos son gratis y tambien ofrecemos transportacion por 
Uber si necesitan. Creemos que las visitas en la naturalesa mejoran el bien estar fisico y mental, 
y fortalecen corneciones familiares, y inspiran las personas a convertirse envensores de su 
entorno y su comunidad.Tenemos buenas noticias, en el semana pasara, tenemos un evento de 
amphibios, y tuvimos mas de 4 personas en este evento la mayor cantidad de participantes en 
nuestros eventos. Y los proximos eventos, incluyen senderos la ultima caminata del ano. 
Este Miercoles 30, 1 de Diciembre, entre diese la manana hasta 1 se media. Vamos por un 
caminata a la cascada por aproxicaramente dos mias y de regreso. Otros eventos es 

https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/springs-mac-meeting-november-12-2025
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la misma semana es el tres de Jenero a las ? de la manana hasta los dos, y nosotros aprender 
hemos sobre los ongos. Si tenemos un permiso especial para recoger los ongos y para 
identificacion.Y una cosa para marcar en sus calendarios, es el 20 seiz y entre el 20 de Marzo, 
tenemos un campamento con el organizacion de La Luz, y este registracion es limitado, pero va 
a ser muy divertido para las familias que nun can puede acampar. Pueden encontrar nuestros 
eventos en las cuentas de Facebook y Instagram para Sugarloaf, y tambien en nuestro sitio 
Sugarloafpark.org. Y si necesita ayuda para registracion, puede llamar los numeros de telefono 
en nuestros volantes.  
(English, briefly) I am the program assistant for Senderos Naturales, the bilingual events 
program at Sugarloaf Ridge State Park. We invite Latina families from the Valley and from the 
county at large to come and enjoy and learn about nature through excursions that are bilingual 
and family-oriented. Our goal is to increase visitation and participation of Latino families in 
open spaces. We do this by limiting, removing barriers to access, such as, entry costs and 
transportation. By doing this, we can offer Uber transportation for families who cannot make it 
to the park. We believe that, visiting and immersing yourself in nature is good for your mental 
and physical well-being, as well as for, strengthening your connections with your family and the 
community. Our upcoming events include our last day hike of the year on December 31st, 
Wednesday, 10 to 11.30. We're gonna walk to the waterfall and back. 
 
Zoom, none. 
 

5. Community Event Announcements/Chair Reyes 
None 
 
Public Comment, zoom, none. 
 

6. Chair Reyes Update (@38:00) 

• Thanked Sup Hermosillo & Staff, Jessica Barajas. Collaborated w/ GMRS Radio trainings, 
close to 70 participants. Big success. 50 Spanish speakers. Two trainings. Grateful to 
North Bay Communication & White Conduit that did all the trainings and programming 
of the radios. Had another training on December 6th, w/ another large group about 70 
people, about half Spanish speakers. 

Important to improve communication in community; grant provided w/ Fire Safe fiscal 
sponsor in collaboration w/ Springs MAC & Map Your Neighborhood. Focus on 
evacuation Zone 62 Census Tract 1503, Verano Ave to Madrone, in Springs area, west of 
Hwy 12, east of Sonoma Creek. Is a high risk for earthquake, potential 96% damage. 
That's why it was decided to choose a project that could provide resiliency amongst 
community to be able to communicate in case of emergency. First responders are busy 
taking care of emergencies & other disasters. Many people were very interested in 
starting their neighborhood groups, which is one of the Ideas want to foment & 
encourage in the community. 
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• Springs MAC has 2 vacancies. 2 alternate vacancies. Send email to 
District1@sonomacounty.gov to receive an application to submit to District 1 Office. 

Chair Reyes & Supervisor Hermosillo directed presenter to do a brief repeat of presentation, as 
official meeting is open. 
 
Bert Whitaker, Director of Regional Parks (@42:55) Larson Park Renovation/SUMMARY 
A near total renovation, $4M invested. Power Point Slides. 
Little League field, wall ball courts, basketball, tennis, pickle ball, covered areas for picnic space 
Hope to wrap in January. Contractor finishing w/ sod. 
2-stall flushable restroom. Working w/ SV Fire District, First Mike Foundation, AED installed 
similar to Maxwell Farms. 
Acknowledged support to complete. Look forwarding to celebrating opening w/ community. 
 
Lupe: Community Garden, w/ VIDA (@44:28) (SUMMARY) 
Community garden partner, have a special agreement with Angie Sanchez with Vida Cultural 
Arts Community already been signed for this fiscal year; hoping to provide to the community, 
upcoming, as soon as the garden is available, cultural learning opportunities at the garden. 
Contact information available, feel free to reach out or refer individuals to Angie interested in 
either volunteering or even leading, as she's looking forward to partnering with the community. 
Contact Angie Sanchez, Founder 
angie@vidaculturearts.org 707-304-1620 

Councilmember Comments 

Councilmember Dong, thanked presenters.  

Supervisor Hermosillo, thanked presenters. Noted that early in her tenure, when construction 
in Larson Park started, she mentioned the AED in one email, and presenters took the ball and 
ran with it, figured out the funding and got it in; and it was at the MAC that the AED was first 
mentioned. Thanked all for being responsive to the community 

Chair Reyes, thanked Bert & Regional Parks. She attended small 2017 community meeting on 
Larson Park. Park important historically and to Spring’s community. Seeing many comments on 
social media in appreciation.  Important location for events, including emergency preparation. 
Noted it was a rep from Quetzalen who was eager to be able to hold presentations there. Also, 
the MAC has done not only community events or picnics, but also held emergency 
preparedness events there; is a central location.  

Also acknowledged Lupe for update of the Community Garden Park. People are very interested, 
especially now with how expensive basic needs are, and the high level of food insecurity in our 
community. This will be something well received in our community. 
 

mailto:1@sonomacounty.gov
mailto:angie@vidaculturearts.org
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Vice Chair Fernandez, thanked presenters for gift to community, the beautiful space, bringing 
pride & joy to Springs.  

Chair Reyes, also, Sonoma Creek was mentioned, and it is well used. People are excited to 
make sure that the creek will be better cared for. And, “Water” topic is next on the Agenda; a 
good transition.  

Public Comment, Zoom, none. 

7. Wastewater Systems Update – Clean Water Division (@50:14) 

Presenter: Todd Hunsdorfer, Clean Water Analyst & Ombudsperson, County of Sonoma 
Power Point 
Background, started in new position, March 2025, as a Clean Water Analyst & Ombudsperson 
SLIDE - My role (@51:04): to help develop solutions to water related problems, inclusive of 
wastewater questions. As analysist works to improve communication across departments. 
Housed in County Executive’s Office, but works closely across depts., e.g. Regional Parks. 
As Ombudsperson connects directly w/ property owners, organizations looking for clarity on 
“doing the right thing” relating to water quality, including wastewater, e.g. septic management. 
Works to help clarify Regional Policy, communicate implications to private property owners, 
e.g. Districts 4 & 5. Dealing w/ allot of misinformation around. If you hear of info at state, 
county or federal levels, want to understand how it might impact a private property owner, & is 
related to water i.e. Sonoma Creek, Pacific Ocean, groundwater, drinking water, wastewater – 
he is available to help find answers.  
 
SLIDE - Programs and Projects, familiar to District 1.  
SLIDE - Streets to Creeks, info program, simple & easy changes you can make at home, educate 
to protect local water; co-managed by several county jurisdictions. Yard waste, Pet waste, litter, 
car washing.  
SLIDE - Trash Capture, coming up in next year or two, grant funded by North Bay Water Quality 
partnership, i.e. City of Sonoma, Sonoma Water, Laguna Foundation, & Sonoma County. 
Relating to installation of trash capture devices in 4 separate storm water system inlets. Image 
of device. One here Agua Caliente, where it crosses Sonoma Creek. 
SLIDE - Clean Streams in Southern Sonoma County; another partnership effort. Water quality 
brings people to work together.  Creeks cross jurisdictional boundaries. 
Work done to evaluate 350 stream crossings. Restoration done on all 40 priority sites that were 
funded. Work done on Morton Warm Springs; will be public demo soon.  
SLIDE - Monitoring and Source Control. Sonoma Creek is impaired for bacteria in water level 
could pose risk to human health, if touched or ingested. North Coast Regional Board delegated 
authority to manage water related programming in this part of CA; using data source of 
bacteria in Sonoma Creek is largely related to septic systems. If public hasn’t inspected their 
systems recently, please contact. Can also be wildlife, leaking sewer systems. 
Slide – Fats, Oils & Grease Wipes. During holidays, don’t put down the drain. Flushable wipes 
are NOT flushable. Can severely damage wastewater system.  Images of clogged pipes, 
expensive to repair.  
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Contact info: 707-565-3747, 707-727-4946 Todd.Hunsdorfer@sonomacounty.gov  

Councilmember Comments/Questions 

Councilmember Dong, good info. Is county in process w/ program requiring property or 
homeowners to do sewer lateral inspections? Will there be a 20 year evaluation? Todd, will 
check & get back. This system in Sonoma Valley built a long time ago; many issues w/ joints, 
causing leaks, overflows. Problem w/ overwhelming sewer system often occurs in lateral 
section. Homes unknowingly pumping e.g. a sump pump into sanitary system, overwhelming 
wastewater treatment plant.  

Chair Reyes, what is difference w/ his position & Sonoma Water? More policies & complaints 
from community regarding water regulations? Todd, works closely w/ Sonoma Water. Policy 
development at State level has different ramifications for Sonoma Water rather than Permit 
Sonoma. His job to improve communication between Sonoma Water & Executive’s Office, for 
recommendations to advance solutions, that benefit entire county. There are ambitious work 
plans. Noted any info collected is confidential; a homeowner’s problem is not revealed.  

Public Comment, zoom, none. 

BREAK 

8. Chief Akre, Report (@1:09:49) 

In partnerships w/ Regional Parks & “Just One Mike Foundation”, expanding into Valley, City 
of Sonoma, Glen Ellen & Kenwood. Installing many AEDs; looking for opportunities to expand 
reach. Important to combine training of AED & CPR. Bystander CPR a key success component 
for cardiac arrest. Fire District has trainers. 2025 did Hands Only CPR in all middle schools & 
AED component. Success story w/ high school student using AED. Look at website 
sonomavalleyfire.org, info on services, prevention, emergency services, disaster prep, SCOPE 
programs (2 hours, bilingual), trainings.  

Fire District Update: 
• Work happening w/ vegetation mgmt., fuels reduction program, chipper program; 

partner & sign up through county & Fire District websites. When have fuel to trim up, 
will bring chipper out, free of charge. Can keep chips for landscaping, etc.  

• New thing – pile burnings. Chips can still be fuel. Pile burns safe, clean, reduces fuel. Can 
train community members. 

• Measure H, March 24, 62% passed. This week got 4th quarterly installment.  
o Added 17 firefighter positions  
o Brought on a 3rd ambulance Center St, serves el Verano & Springs; a need for 

over 30 years in valley.  

mailto:Todd.Hunsdorfer@sonomacounty.gov


13 
 

o Significant remodel Kenwood Fire Station. Purchased land to build new station El 
Verano, across from Center St, south of Picazo/Arnold Dr. Current Station 2 built 
50 years ago. Modified to house firefighters now. Will be community 
cornerstone. Site is 8 acres; all flat land. Will develop a training center, 
community room, exploring other ways to use, better support community.  

o Just brought on two new firefighters, from Sonoma Valley  
o Also, two Fire Explorer posts, City & Kenwood/North & South. Opportunities for 

14-18 year olds opportunities. Waiting list.  
o New volunteer Academy, started last month, 9 new volunteers 
o Consolidated Kenwood Fire District. In effect, July 1. One police, one fire 

department serve entire valley. Regional fire & police services best. 
• Engaged Santa to plaza. Participated in lighted tractor parade.  
• Will be at Open House at Sonoma Community Health Center. Dec 11th, 6-7pm 

Vice Chair Fernandez, inquired RE: CPR, clarified term Hands Only? Akre, traditionally CPR did 2 
things - Breaths & Compressions. Thinking then was it provided more oxygen into bloodstream 
& circulated w/ compressions. But now best success rate to only do chest compressions until 
first responders arrive, locate an AED. Taking breaths interrupts the relief. Process less 
intimidating, too. Fernandez, need to retrain! Akre, yes.  

Councilmember Dong, good work in 2025, appreciated Kenwood incorporation. RE Medical 
budget cuts, any impact w/ ambulance transport fee, seeing a reduction/GEMT funding with 
that? Akre, monitoring it closely, both at local level and seeing what our reimbursements are; 
but also wearing California Fire Chiefs Association hat, closely monitoring it from that level. So 
throughout Systems it's a big threat. Get quite a bit of reimbursements both through IGT & 
GEMT. So far not seen cuts. Dong, has third ambulance made a difference in response time; 
better? Akre, yes, w/ only two ambulances, one at the Springs Station at Agua Caliente, and 
one at the City Station on 2nd West, would get busy, especially the one at the City. So, when 
the ambulance Medic 1 at the city was on another call, it would take a long response time from 
the Agua Station to get the next ambulance to a subsequent emergency.   
Now we're not having as many of those subsequent out-of-district responses. Now, with Medic 
2 at the El Verano station, it's a quicker response time into the city, Temelec, or up into Springs 
if there's a secondary call in the Springs. Seeing a big improvement. Don't have the response 
time data just now, but would say the biggest measurement is that in the past - before the third 
ambulance - we were so busy here in the Valley that we would actually down-staff an engine to 
up-staff an additional ambulance when that emergency happened. Doing that something like 
20 times a month or so, i.e. almost once a day. Now doing it about once a month. A huge 
benefit.  
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And, another benefit to it that Commissioner Dong can appreciate with his past hats, is it has 
equaled out the call volume amongst the medic units, which gives our people a lot better of a 
service in terms of fatigue and quality of life. They're not getting run constantly, up all night, 
every night, and then having to go home and try to sleep and catch up. It's equaled that out 
some, and so that's a big benefit for retaining people, and keeping people healthy, and honestly 
being able to serve our community better. 

Councilmember Dong, yes, Measure H important, seeing the positive impacts. Akre, yes. 

Supervisor Hermosillo, where is 3rd Ambulance Station? Akre, Station 2, El Verano Station, on 
Center Street. 

Public Comment, zoom, none. 

9. Supervisor Rebecca Hermosillo Update (@1:26:44) 
Receive information update from Supervisor Rebecca Hermosillo on First District and countywide 
initiatives. 

• New MAC office space - appreciates everyone transitioning; & patience w/ tech 
glitches.  

• Town Hall form - clarified this done due to lack of quorum; received information and 
questions from community.  

• RE: Comment on additional flashing lights on Hwy 12; they are coming. Update: 
workload was split between Sonoma Public Infrastructure and Cal Trans. With Sonoma 
Public Infrastructure - Central and Waterman are moving forward. Late spring when the 
design is done, be able to go out to bid. Sierra, Encinas and Donald being worked on by 
Cal Trans. Did not get that update from Cal Trans, but have mentioned the Donald 
Street updates in last month's MAC meeting report re retaining wall & bollards. Takes 
time to get funding, e.g. Watmaugh Bridge upgrade went through 3 Supervisorial terms. 

• Goal setting: it is expected for me to be Chair next year of County BoS. Normally have 
the meeting in Chair’s District. Could do it at the Board Chambers, but hopefully can go 
remote and have it at the Sonoma Veterans Memorial Hall, if we can navigate the 
sound/tech issues. More to come on that. 

• Partnership with EDC & Comcast, recent. Worked on a digital equity program. People 
thought they were signing up for free internet for a year in two underserved apartment 
complexes. What they didn't know was, with a grant, Comcast was also able to allocate 
about 100 free laptops to homes, so that was an awesome surprise. Admin Chavez was 
there on her behalf.  

• RE: Immigrant Support Ad Hoc. Mentioned at last meeting planned to meet at CSAC, 
which happened last week. Was not able to have the next Bay Area convening with the 
nine counties on immigration support, but we are having a meeting next week. So, at 
the next MAC meeting, be able to give you an update.  
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• Director Sullivan - a breath of fresh air, has done a lot to address the gaps in services in 
county to help our behavioral health and unhoused constituents. And, in the spirit of 
expanding services, he is looking to lease the building that's right here to our right, and 
bring in a Behavioral Health unit. They are working with Mr. Nelson on the lease as we 
speak, so soon there will be additional resources for unhoused constituents here. 

• Master Plan on Aging, is part of, RE: spirit of addressing the needs of the community. 
Catalyst did some work on the Senior Needs Assessment; realized there are seniors in 
the Valley in more rural areas that don't have access to services. Funding has been 
found by Director Paul Dunaway; starting a pilot program in the Springs.  It's anticipated 
to be in April; will have someone train volunteers based out of, most likely, the Vintage 
House, to be able to go out and reach those seniors and get them connected to 
services.  

• Mobile vans: next year, scheduled to have the mobile van that was intended to be for 
farm workers - going to pivot a little, given the climate from the federal government, 
don't want to draw attention to our undocumented constituents. Will use those vans to 
go out to our seniors and get them connected, either to county services or non-profits. 
Will be able to get folks some of services already available to them that they may not 
know about. 

• Arch near Verano Ave - Trustee Cuclis mentioned - it is a mystery. Permit Sonoma does 
not have any permits for it. Sonoma Public Infrastructure also has no idea who put the 
signs up. We are doing more digging. Cal Trans can take it back. There is language in 
their regulations that depending on where the signage is facing, that they can remove 
it. Don't want to go through that step; don't think it looks terrible. It's not the right 
messaging, but it's better than an empty arch. More info to come.  

• RE:  Donald Street Gap - update - they found some money, so they're going do the 
retaining wall, then the bollards, then the pedestrian pathway. 

• RE: The Verano lighted intersection, Reported that it was moving forward, but there is a 
little bit of a hiccup in the last few weeks. Cal Trans said it depended on the shop funds, 
if they were still available. 

• The Shop Funds List was just released December 7th, or yesterday. They were worried 
that they had overspent and there may not be money. But Jara with Cal Trans was 
really adamant in making sure to push this forward. Just got the update from Cal Trans 
that the pot of money in the shop funds is not as dire as they anticipated, and they will 
be able to move forward with the Verano Street work, and that is expected to begin 
construction summer of 2026. 

• RE: Yellow Creek, worked closely with Cal Trans; a rocky start. That is the bridge 
replacement in south Sonoma, just south of the roundabout. Is seismically unsafe, & 
missing railing. Have to close it through the first part of next year, so it's only one lane. 
It was taking 45 minutes to navigate. Now everyone working diligently with them; have 
flaggers & decreased the light time, now only about 7 to 10 minutes. 

• RE: Holiday Party - Springs MAC not having capacity to hold one this year. But do want 
to make the Springs Plaza look more festive; have located the holiday decorations from 
last year, & going to decorate the plaza together on December 18th from 2.30 to 
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4:00pm. Invited MAC councilmembers to join her team and community. Will post this 
on social media to invite folks to come out and bring their holiday decor. Can do it in 
community and make it look nice. 

• RE: Larson Park opening. Since not doing a Holiday Party in the Springs, is fitting to do a 
spring celebration at Larson Park to commemorate Larson's opening. Happy to help, 
allocate some funds if the MAC would like to do something fun & festive for the 
community. Happy to support in that way. 
 

Chair Reyes, do you want to speak of how your first Posada went? 
Supervisor Hermosillo, will speak briefly because it is unofficial business. I do Posadas at home; 
for many decades it is a Hermosillo family tradition - a way to bring in community and diversity 
and share what we love about our culture with our family, friends and neighbors. Mom always 
hosted, and she's 88; it's a lot of work, so thought it would be a great legacy to create that as 
my annual fundraiser for re-election in 4 years. And so I had my first Posada at Jacuzzi, about 
150 people showed up; it translated well. People got the gist of what we did at home, and we 
had ponche and pozole. It was a good testament to community and sharing. Always want to 
keep the ticket costs low to all events, so they're attainable. 
Chair Reyes, it was a beautiful event; a perfect ambience for networking. People were 
connecting, not only happy to see each other, but connecting with ideas and projects. I 
personally enjoyed it a lot, and, many new conversations came about of new projects, new 
ideas. Sometimes we're all running, very busy, & being able to sit down and be warm and cozy, 
and enjoy food and share time during these holidays – it was beautiful. Thank you for  
providing this event to the community, as your fundraiser. 
Hermosillo, thank you. There was singing, dancing, & surprise singing. We do caroling in 
Spanish & English, but the twist on it was folks did the “12 Days of Christmas”, but it was a 
surprise, as they were strategically sitting at a table that was numbered 1 through 12, times 2. It 
was fun.  
 
Chair Reyes, based on Supervisor Hermosillo’s updates, is there interest in Larson Park 
celebration event? Suggested creation of an Ad hoc. And for decorating in the Springs for 
holidays. 
 
Public Comment, zoom, none. 

10. Temporary Springs Plaza Sign Selection (@1:42:32) 
Discussion and possible action to vote on the three final sign designs 
SLIDE w/ three final designs, #3, 4, 5. 
Chair Reyes, introduced item, inquired if accepting Public Comments 
DISCUSSION: 
Background; top 3 signs on Springs MAC for voting. Project can move forward. 
Put out to vote in December, decide in January? 
Confusion expressed around process, receipt of info re costs, etc. 
Description of different signs. Metal piece “the Springs,” was to scale, i.e. small.  
Reminder this is a temporary plaza. 
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Is there cost to 3, 4 or 5? #5 volunteer painting. #5 cost of paint. $100. Artist: Robert Holden. 
Artist Anderson #3 – approx. $3 to $5 thousand dollars? 
Concerns over unknown high cost. Request for clarification re financials, P&L, how funded. 
Need to amend?  
 
Clarification - not MAC funds. Funding in Springs Plaza Redevelopment Funds/County of 
Sonoma. Balance unknown perhaps $700,000 range, but to purchase land for plaza which is 
funding temporary plaza, i.e. trees, lighting, irrigation, sign.  Will research as directed. Can 
provide budget dispersal for expenses. MAC can choose whether to publish results.  
Suggestion to table it. If out of District funds, not support. Wait to vote.  
Chair Reyes, summarized, agreed. Called for motion to not move forward. 
 
Public Comment, zoom, none. 

Councilmember Dong made a Motion to table Item #9 until additional information received if 
funds are available from the Springs Redevelopment Fund.  
Vice Chair Fernandez, second. Vote, all in favor, unanimous. Passed.  
 
Sup Hermosillo, provided additional context. Early in tenure mentioned the Springs Plaza, had 
hopes for something more. This might be a good opportunity to share as a reminder it was a 
parking lot. Our community and constituents deserve more than a parking lot. Is working with 
an individual property owner to secure parcel, or parcels very nearby to build something that's 
more inviting and enticing. Looking at how to support that development, although it wouldn't 
be the county. Ensuring that it is open to community, and that there are communal spaces, and 
then converting that back to parking. Then with those Springs Redevelopment Funds, buy the 
old Uncle Patty's and convert that to parking as well. There are concerns that the old Uncle 
Patty's has contaminants from the old gas station, but if you do an overlay and convert that to 
parking, you are basically capping the contamination, so it's actually better. So there will be 
more parking to support the community plaza in a very close proximity. That is hopefully what 
we can work towards. And if it's not there, could look at expanding, but just knowing that we 
have about $750 grand, there's not a whole lot you can do other than secure something and 
then raise money.  

Vice Chair Fernandez, noted that heard same property being considered for purchase by 
another party. 

11. Updates: Ad Hoc Committees and Community Projects (@1:57:29) 
Councilmembers provide brief updates on current projects and ad hoc activities.  
• Springs Community Plaza, Fernandez, update completed 
• Adopt-a-Road, Reyes, Henderson. Ad hoc needs to meet. Road: Verano to Olive. 
• Springs Small Business and Social Services Resource Guide, Fernandez & Reyes. Need to 
meet. New volunteer to help gather info on all businesses, organizations. Electronic bulletin 
board. 
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Public Comment, zoom, none. 

12. Consideration of Future Agenda Items (@1:59:50) 

Chair Reyes, Cal Trans; Mid Pen Housing update 

Vice Chair Fernandez, opening event at Larson Park. Ad hoc. 

Sup Hermosillo, Agenda planning for 2026. Reyes, yes, to create strategic plan. Hermosillo, 
map out work to accomplish throughout year. Significant Items Calendar. E.g. farmers market, 
to be agendized few months before, for discussion.  

Council to review ongoing list and propose upcoming agenda topics. 

From Chair Notes: We have many requests, especially for community outreach from various 
orgs/departments- leave to your discretion if you want to share all of these:  
• Presentation request on community safety: general community safety, police safety, code 
enforcement-illegal dumping.  
• Bicycle safety.  
• Special meeting for immigration services or presentations (presented at November meeting)  
• Transportation for seniors.  
• Tenant Protections (Just Cause)  
• SVVB, Sonoma Valley Business Bureau  
 
Chair Reyes: Happy Holidays & Happy New Year. Resources available to community if needed. 
Acknowledged Supervisor Hermosillo for work in 2025, thanked all Councilmembers, Staff. 
 

13. Adjourned: 8:52pm Next meeting January 14, 2026  

Contact: Betzy Chavez, First District Bilingual Field Representative, County of Sonoma  
Betzy.Chavez@sonoma-county.org  

 
Springs MAC Meeting 12-10-25 - Sonoma TV You Tube  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qi1CNxY5EFM 

Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the Springs Municipal Advisory 
Council after distribution of the agenda packet are available for public inspection in the Board 
of Supervisors’ Office located at 575 Administration Drive, Room 100-Al, Santa Rosa, CA, during 
normal business hours. You may also find them on the Springs MAC website at 
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/springs-mac  
Note: Consideration of items will proceed as follows:  
Presentation by proponent 2. Questions by Commissioners 3. Questions and comments from 
the public 4. Response by proponent, if required 5. Comments by Commissioners 6. Resolution, 
if indicated  
Web Links: County of Sonoma: https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/  select Boards and Commission  

mailto:Betzy.Chavez@sonoma-county.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qi1CNxY5EFM
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For accessibility assistance with this document, please contact the Board of Supervisors at 
(707) 565-2241, Fax at (707) 565-3778, TDD at (707) 565-2241 or through the California 
Relay Service (by dialing 711).  

Para obtener ayuda con la accesibilidad de este documento, por favor, póngase en contacto 
con la Junta de Supervisores al (707) 565-2241, Fax al (707) 565-3778, TDD al (707) 565-
2241 o a través del Servicio de Retransmisión de California (marcando al 711 
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