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Sonoma County Coast Municipal Advisory Council 
AGENDA 

 
Regular Meeting 

July 23, 2026 05:30 PM 
Bodega Bay Grange, 1370 Bodega Ave, Bodega Bay 

https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/sccmac 
https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/83004679114?pwd=gCnT4qkr563LbthxKQIzBSQGlwgUzt.1 

 
Chair - Timber Cove Representative: Scott Foster • Vice Chair - Bodega Bay Representative: John 

Loughlin • Bodega / Valley Ford Representative: Beth Bruzzone • Fort Ross / West Cazadero 
Representative: Caroline Madden • The Sea Ranch / Annapolis Representative: George 

Calys • Bodega Bay Representative: Ginny Nichols 

 
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS 

The Sonoma County Coast Municipal Advisory Council will make reasonable accommodations for 
persons having special needs due to disabilities. Please contact the Fifth District Field Representative 
at 707-565-2866 during regular business hours at least 48 hours prior to the meeting to ensure 
necessary accommodations are made. 

 

 
1. Call to Order 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

B. Roll Call 
 
 

2. Approval of the Agenda 
 Discussion  Possible Action 

This approval process ensures that the agenda accurately reflects the items to be discussed and 
decided upon. Members may request adjustments to the agenda, including reordering or deletion of 
items at this time. Any changes must comply with the Brown Act requirements for public notice and 
agenda setting. The agenda must be finalized before the Council proceeds with other meeting 
items. 

 
3. Statement of Conflict of Interest 

 Discussion 

This is the time for the Chair, Vice Chair and Council Members to indicate any statements of conflict 
of interest for any item listed on this agenda. The River MAC bylaws state that members will not 
involve themselves in official River MAC activities that could materially benefit them personally, their 
business interests, or the interests of organizations that they represent. In a conflict of interest, the 
member will abstain from voting, and the abstention will be recorded in the minutes. 

https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/sccmac
https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/83004679114?pwd=gCnT4qkr563LbthxKQIzBSQGlwgUzt.1
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4. Consent Agenda 
 Discussion  Possible Action 

These items are expected to be routine and non-controversial. The Sonoma Coast MAC will act 
upon them at one time without discussion. Any Representatives, staff member or interested party 
may request that an item be removed from the consent agenda for discussion. 

 
A. Approval of June 17 Minutes 

 
 

5. Councilmember Comment 
 Discussion 

This is an opportunity for Councilmembers to provide a brief comments, restricted to matters within 
the Board’s jurisdiction. Due to Brown Act regulations, this is not a time for discussion of any item, 
however a brief dialogue about considering an item for a future agenda is permitted during this time. 

 
6. Public Comments 

 Discussion 

Comments from the public regarding matters of general interest not on the agenda, but related to 
the Sonoma Coast MAC business. Pursuant to the Brown Act, the Sonoma Coast MAC cannot 
consider issues or take action on any requests during this comment period. Due to time constraints, 
comments will be limited at the discretion of the Chair. 

 
7. County Update 

 Discussion 

Updates and Remarks from Supervisor Hopkins and / or Staff Report(s) 
 
 

8. Tourism on the Sonoma Coast 
 Discussion 

Kelly Bass Siebel, Vice President Community Engagement with Sonoma County Tourism will 
provide an overview of visitor management and education strategies, including educational 
opportunities and materials available to short-term rental hosts. Deputy Director Cecily Condon with 
Permit Sonoma will provide an overview of permitting, licensing and rules for short-term rentals. 

 
9. Overview of General Mobile Radio Service (GMRS) and Emergency Communications on the 

Coast 
 Discussion 

Tony Goodwin, Chief Radio Officer and Kathy Spicher , Public Information Officer with the North 
Bay Communication Cooperative (NBCC) will provide an overview of how individuals and 
neighborhoods can learn to use a range of communication tools, including two-way radios and text-
based systems, to use when traditional systems fail. 

 
10. Adjournment 

The next regular meeting of the Coast MAC will be September 24, 2026. 



 

 

Sonoma County Coast Municipal Advisory Council 
MINUTES 

 
Regular Meeting 

June 17, 2026 05:30 PM 

Fort Ross School 
 

30600 Seaview Rd, Cazadero, CA 95421 
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/sccmac 

https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/89846109534?pwd=QUSisp9cvhrZSIxyOb0Bf8ayDrg49s.1 

 
1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Chair - Timber Cove Representative: Scott Foster. 

 
1. Pledge of Allegiance 

Led by Chair - Timber Cove Representative: Scott Foster 

 
2. Roll Call 

Present: Chair - Timber Cove Representative: Scott Foster, Vice Chair - Bodega Bay 
Representative: John Loughlin, The Sea Ranch / Annapolis Representative: George Calys, 
Bodega Bay Representative: Ginny Nichols 

Absent: Bodega / Valley Ford Representative: Beth Bruzzone, Fort Ross / West Cazadero 
Representative: Caroline Madden 

 
2. Approval of Agenda The Sea Ranch / Annapolis Representative: George Calys motioned to 

approve. Vice Chair - Bodega Bay Representative: John Loughlin seconded the motion. 

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 
 4  In Favor  0  Opposed 
 Abstained  Absent  Recused 

 
3. Consent Agenda 

1. Minutes: January 22, 2026 

 
2. 2025 Annual Report 

Vice Chair - Bodega Bay Representative: John Loughlin motioned to approve. Bodega Bay 
Representative: Ginny Nichols seconded the motion. 

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 
 4  In Favor  0  Opposed 
 Abstained  Absent  Recused 

4. Statement(s) of conflict of interest: if any, from Council members 1 
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There were no statements of conflict of interest. 
 
 

5. Councilmember comment on matters not listed on the agenda 

Ginny Nichols spoke about growing community concern and questions regarding possible changes 
at Spud Point Marina, including camping or enlargement, and the need for clearer information. 

 

 
John Loughlin highlighted the recent Bodega Bay Grange potluck, celebrating renovations including 
the certified public kitchen and strong community fundraising efforts. 

 

 
Scott Foster mentioned the February Bodega Bay Grange Cioppino Festival, noting it as a well-
loved local event featuring crab and strong community participation. 

 

 
George Calys shared updates on his work with the Coastal Seniors board, emphasizing meal 
delivery, transportation services, and expanded support for seniors along the coast. 

 
 

6. Public Comments 

Scott Farmer spoke, emphasizing that the Open Doors Mobile Services Program is critically needed 
in the remote and sparsely populated coastal portions of the Fifth District. He described how these 
communities are far from county offices and often underserved by traditional 501(c)(3) partners. 
Scott proposed creating trusted local partnerships—similar to the model used by Zero Waste 
Sonoma’s community compost program—where key local individuals identify need, coordinate 
timing, and notify residents when mobile services are scheduled. He suggested using sites like local 
schools and the Starcross Food Bank in Annapolis, and described a vision in which residents 
receive private, individualized assistance during mobile service visits. 

 

 
Tim Schmit (statement read by Margaret Graham) urged Sonoma County to adopt an ordinance 
implementing AB 518, which would allow low‑impact camping on private rural properties. He argued 
this could expand affordable tourism opportunities and provide supplemental income for small 
landowners, while offering visitors quiet, nature‑based camping experiences not typically available 
in public campgrounds. 

 

 
Ken Spacek raised a safety concern on Annapolis Road, where a metal plate on a sharp turn has 
posed a hazard for the school bus and other drivers. He requested that the issue be brought 
forward as a future agenda item and offered to provide a supporting letter from the school principal 
at an upcoming meeting. 

 
 

7. County Report from Supervisor Hopkins / Staff 

Supervisor Hopkins provided updates across several major county issues: 
 
 
 

 
AB 518 Implementation 
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The Board of Supervisors has directed staff to begin developing a simple, accessible process that 
would allow low‑impact camping on rural private properties, supporting small landowners and local 
tourism. 

 

 
Sheepshead Creek / Berry Logging Plan 

The logging plan proposed near Jenner has been withdrawn. A recent Coastal Commission 
clarification confirmed that a Coastal Development Permit is not required, leaving no current role for 
the County in the matter. 

 

 
Caltrans & Transportation Safety 

She noted continuing concerns with confusing pedestrian crosswalk signals in Guerneville and 
inconsistent signage throughout West County. She also acknowledged requests to repair the 
malfunctioning speed sign and improve crosswalk safety in Jenner following a recent pedestrian 
injury. 

 

 
Spud Point Marina 

Regional Parks has paused any proposed changes at the marina to evaluate broader options and 
address concerns from neighbors. A community meeting is anticipated in the fall before any 
decisions are made. Oversight sits with the Marina Advisory Committee rather than CMAC. 

 

 
County Budget & HR1 Impacts 

Hopkins highlighted significant upcoming strain on social‑service systems due to federal HR1 
changes. To meet expanded requirements, the County is hiring additional eligibility and 
employment specialists. Many residents may lose Medi‑Cal coverage, prompting the County to 
allocate funds to help local clinics cover care for disenrolled patients. She also noted likely impacts 
on emergency medical services and ambulance reimbursement. 

 

 
Permit Sonoma 

Funding was stabilized to prevent staff layoffs and ensure the county’s permitting system continues 
operating without delays. 

 

 
Infrastructure & Community Services Investments 

Recent budget decisions included repairs to local roads, restoration of senior peer‑support 
programs, funding for youth crisis response services, and support for agricultural workers through a 
needs assessment. 

 

 
Appointments 

Hopkins welcomed upcoming Board appointments for Ken Spacek (Annapolis representative) and 
Bethany McClave (Timber Cove alternate), improving representation for coastal communities. 
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8. Timber Cove Fire Protection District Presentation 

Chief Jason Warner and Public Information Officer Bethany McClave provided an overview of major 
improvements within the Timber Cove Fire Protection District, largely made possible through 
Measure H funding and recent leadership changes. 

 

 
They described Timber Cove’s long history as a volunteer‑based department and outlined the 
significant challenges of operating with a previously very limited budget. With the passage of 
Measure H, the district has been able to implement key components of its master plan, expand 
staffing, and begin transitioning toward a hybrid paid‑and‑volunteer model. This includes adding 
duty officers, administrative support, scheduled on‑site staffing, and hiring a full‑time firefighter/EMT 
and PIO. 

 

 
The department reported major upgrades to equipment and apparatus—including improved 
communications tools, medical gear, radios, and the replacement of aging vehicles such as the 
water tender. A new Type 6 wildland engine has been approved, and a dedicated rescue vehicle is 
planned for future budgets. These investments have significantly reduced turnout times and 
improved safety, reliability, and coordination with regional partners. 

 

 
Chief Warner and Ms. McClave also emphasized community‑focused efforts such as 
fuel‑management work, partnerships with schools, quarterly community meetings, training 
collaborations, and progress toward long‑term facility upgrades—including plans for a multi‑use 
station that could support career staffing and training. 

 

 
The presentation highlighted the district’s commitment to transparency, preparedness, and 
supporting both residents and neighboring agencies, while also acknowledging the continuing 
importance of volunteers and the need to prevent burnout through sustainable staffing. 

 
 

9. Overview of the Open Doors Mobile Services Program 

Assistant Director Lynn Peralta from the Sonoma County Human Services Department presented 
the county’s new Open Doors Mobile Services Program, designed to bring core social‑service 
support directly to communities that are far from county offices or face barriers to access. 

 

 
She explained that the Open Doors initiative includes both an online resource directory and three 
newly deployed mobile vans operated jointly by Human Services, Health Services, and Child 
Support Services. The vans provide on‑site assistance with Medi‑Cal and CalFresh enrollment, 
EBT card issuance, referrals to housing, employment, and aging services, as well as child‑support 
information. The vehicles include mobile workstations, seating for private meetings, and equipment 
to support benefits processing. 

 

 
Initial deployment is focused on North County communities lacking nearby county buildings, with 
plans to expand to West County— including coastal areas—as staffing capacity grows. Peralta 
noted that the vans are intentionally smaller units to navigate rural roads and will also serve as 
temporary evacuation points and support sites during emergencies. 
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She emphasized the department’s interest in partnering with local nonprofits, faith communities, 
and civic organizations to host future visits. Strong coordination with hyper‑local partners will be key 
to reaching isolated residents effectively. The program is currently in its soft‑launch phase, with 
scheduling, site vetting, and team expansion underway. 

 
 
10. Consider approval of the use of teleconferencing for the Sonoma County Coast MAC 

meetings continuing until such time as terminated by either the Sonoma County Coast MAC 
or Board of Supervisors; or until the statute that authorizes the remote option for eligible 
subsidiary bodies sunsets on January 1, 2030. 

The Council reviewed and discussed a proposal to authorize continued use of teleconferencing for 
MAC meetings under updated state rules. The authorization would allow members to participate 
remotely when needed, improving the Council’s ability to achieve quorum and ensuring continued 
public access across the district’s large geographic area. 

 

 
Key points of the discussion included: 

 

 
1. Teleconferencing would help representatives who face long travel distances, nighttime 

driving challenges, or occasional personal conflicts. 
2. The rules mirror prior COVID‑era remote‑participation requirements, including maintaining a 

staffed physical meeting location, enabling real‑time public participation, and conducting 
roll‑call votes. 

3. Members noted ongoing connectivity issues at certain meeting sites and emphasized the 
need to identify reliable locations and address technical limitations. 

4. Public commenters expressed both support and caution—acknowledging increased 
accessibility but encouraging the Council to preserve the value of in‑person connection and 
deliberation. 

Bodega Bay Representative: Ginny Nichols motioned to approve. Vice Chair - Bodega Bay 
Representative: John Loughlin seconded the motion. 

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 
 4  In Favor  0  Opposed 
 Abstained  Absent  Recused 

 
11. Community Engagement & Outreach Discussion 

The Council discussed ways to strengthen outreach, improve communication with coastal 
communities, and maintain continuity in representative relationships. 

 

 
Members emphasized the need for a simple, shared directory of key community contacts and 
organizations within each region of the MAC’s jurisdiction. Such a directory would help current and 
future representatives track who they engage with, maintain relationships, and better support 
community concerns. The group discussed creating a Google Form or centralized document 
managed by staff, ensuring Brown Act compliance while allowing members to submit updated 
contact information. 

 

 
Councilmembers also discussed producing basic outreach materials, including a brochure or 
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handout explaining what the MAC is, its purpose, and how community members can get involved. 
Examples from the River MAC’s outreach—such as magnets with QR codes—were noted as 
possible models. 

 

 
The Council highlighted the value of hosting community meetings between regular MAC sessions to 
hear concerns directly from residents, especially in areas with rapid changes or emerging issues. 
Members discussed the importance of maintaining visibility in the community. 

 

 
The discussion concluded with agreement to continue developing outreach tools and refine a 
shared contact directory. 

 
 
12. Informational item: Summary of March 28 Impromptu District 5 Community Meeting on Cell 

Coverage and Emergency Communications on the Sonoma Coast 

The Council received an overview of the impromptu community meeting held March 28 regarding 
cell coverage and emergency communications. The original MAC meeting could not proceed due to 
lack of quorum, but because residents and technical experts were already present, Supervisor 
Hopkins facilitated an informal discussion focused on persistent gaps in cell service, impacts on 
emergency response, and challenges posed by coastal topography and aging infrastructure. 

 

 
Following the informational recap, Councilmembers discussed how best to continue the 
conversation in future MAC meetings. Members noted that many residents were particularly 
interested in GMRS radios as a practical, resilient communication option for areas with poor cellular 
coverage. The Council agreed that GMRS should be added to the next meeting’s agenda. 

 
 
13. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned by the chair at 7:58 PM. 
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