
     
    

        
    

        
  

Lower Russian River Municipal Advisory Council 

MINUTES 

Regular Meeting 

Thursday, August 13, 2026 05:30 PM 

West County Services Center, 16390 Main Street, Suite B, Guerneville 

https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/lrrmac 

https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/81432400480?pwd=QxZqEx142SaX5f09LI5xeopnEd6pm6.1 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 5:32 pm by Chair & Hacienda Representative: Vicki Clewes. 

Yvonne Green attended remotely via Zoom and reported that there was no one over the age of 18 

in the room with her. 

1. Roll Call 

Present: Chair & Hacienda Representative: Vicki Clewes, Vice Chair and Monte Rio / Villa 
Grande Representative: Patty Thayer, Cazadero / Duncan Mills Representative: Tony Goodwin, 
Guerneville Representative: Spencer R. Scott, Guerneville South / Pocket Canyon 
Representative: Betsy Van Dyke, Forestville Representative: Cari Hernandez, Rio Nido 
Representative: Nick Thayer, Guerneville Alternate: Yvonne Green 

Absent: Guerneville Representative: Joe Rogoff, Forestville Representative: Lonnie Lazar 

Staff Present: Debbie Ramirez, 5th District Field RepresentativeTracy Lyons, 5th District Chief 
of Staff (remote) 

2. Approval of the agenda Rio Nido Representative: Nick Thayer motioned to approve. Vice Chair 
and Monte Rio / Villa Grande Representative: Patty Thayer seconded the motion. 

The roll call vote:

 Aye Chair & Hacienda Representative: Vicki Clewes  Aye Vice Chair and Monte Rio / 
Villa Grande Representative: Patty Thayer  Aye Cazadero / Duncan Mills Representative: 
Tony Goodwin  Aye Guerneville Representative: Spencer R. Scott  Aye Guerneville 

South / Pocket Canyon Representative: Betsy Van Dyke  Aye Forestville Representative: 
Cari Hernandez  Aye Rio Nido Representative: Nick Thayer  Absent Forestville 

Representative: Lonnie Lazar 

3. Statement of Conflict of Interest 

There were no statements of conflict of interest. 

4. Consent Agenda 
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1. Draft minutes from July 9, 2026 Meeting 

The minutes were approved with the edit of one typo. 

Guerneville South / Pocket Canyon Representative: Betsy Van Dyke motioned to approve. 
Forestville Representative: Cari Hernandez seconded the motion. 

The roll call vote:

 Aye Chair & Hacienda Representative: Vicki Clewes  Aye Guerneville Representative: 
Spencer R. Scott  Aye Guerneville South / Pocket Canyon Representative: Betsy Van 

Dyke  Aye Forestville Representative: Cari Hernandez  Abstained Vice Chair and Monte 

Rio / Villa Grande Representative: Patty Thayer  Abstained Cazadero / Duncan Mills 

Representative: Tony Goodwin  Abstained Rio Nido Representative: Nick Thayer
 Absent Forestville Representative: Lonnie Lazar 

5. Councilmember Comments 

DRAFT
Betsy shared concerns from her neighborhood regarding the Vacation Beach dam. She requested 

that this issue be placed on a future agenda for discussion and suggested receiving an update from 

the Russian River Recreation & Parks District. 

Spencer reported receiving several recent plaza complaints and asked that the MAC receive an 

update on the plans for the plaza at a future meeting. 

Vicki spoke about the persistent summer issues with speeding and parking in the River Drive 

neighborhood and highlighted community concerns about safety. She also mentioned that she 

appreciates that Regional Parks' is seeking solutions to increase parking near Mom's Beach / 
Forestville River Access, she noted that the concept of a lot on the opposite side of River Road 

raises serious pedestrian‑safety concerns. 

6. Public Comment on Matters not listed on the Agenda 

Carl Nicolari, Guerneville, shared that he is a board member of Russian River Rec & Park. Offered 

to arrange for Rec & Park leadership to present on the Vacation Beach dam if the MAC adds it as a 

future agenda item. Also provided an update on parking at the Vacation Beach crossing, explaining 

that earlier permitting issues have been resolved and that Rec & Park will bring a formal update at 
the next meeting. 

Raul Chavez, outgoing superintendent with California Water Service [covering the nearby Redwood 

Valley water district, covering parts of Cazadero, Willow Creek / Fort Ross Rd, and other areas 

north and west of Guerneville] introduced himself and announced he will be returning to Stockton. 
He then introduced Brendan Duke, the incoming superintendent who will be overseeing the district 
going forward. 

Cynthia Strecker, Monte Rio, asked for a quick update on the Highway 116 construction projects, 
referencing both the major project and the smaller adjacent project, and noted significant 
community impact from the ongoing one‑way closures. 

Corinne Cherepak, Forestville / Mother’s Beach area, expressed serious concerns about traffic 

congestion caused by visitors accessing Steelhead Beach, noting that every Sunday morning 

throughout the summer, cars backed up for nearly a mile along River Road. She stated that 
emergency vehicles already struggle to reach local streets due to overcrowded beach parking and 

warned that placing an additional parking lot on River Road near Moms Beach would create the 
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same unsafe and unmanageable traffic conditions. 

7. County Update 

1. Supervisor Hopkins' Update 

Supervisor Hopkins offered a wide-ranging update touching on county business and issues 

affecting the Lower Russian River. She previewed the upcoming Board of Supervisors agenda, 
including a resolution recognizing River to Coast Children’s Services for its 50 years supporting 

families, and noted that the West County EIFD plan would be before the Board and then at a 

local public hearing the following evening, encouraging continued public participation. 

She discussed ongoing work to strengthen mobile crisis and behavioral health response across 

the county, explaining new state requirements and highlighting the strong partnership between 

the Lower River Sheriff’s substation and the Department of Health Services. On emergency 

preparedness, she shared that recovery efforts from the Woodside Fire had wrapped up and 

that the County was already looking toward winter storm season and the potential for a Super El 
Niño. She encouraged residents to take advantage of Watch Duty for fire, flood, and air-quality 

alerts and invited the community to participate in “Meet Your Street” October 2–4 as part of 
building neighborhood-level resilience. 

DRAFTHopkins acknowledged the frustrations with Highway 116 construction and its one‑way closures, 
noting that updates would appear in the District 5 newsletter. She said she had urged state 

representatives and Caltrans to speed up the work due to both community inconvenience and 

impacts on emergency response. 

She also addressed summer speeding and parking issues throughout the Lower River, sharing 

that a dedicated Fifth District mobile speed‑sign trailer had just arrived and would first be 

deployed on Moscow Road, which has seen increased high‑speed detour traffic. On parking, 
she said she did not yet have updates on the proposed lot across River Road but emphasized 

that any future project would include necessary safety improvements like crosswalks, and she 

noted ongoing work to expand shuttle options for both visitors and locals. 

Hopkins also revisited the issue of large junk‑hauling trailers that block sight lines and bike lanes 

that Joe Rogoff raised at the July meeting. She reported that the we have confirmed it falls 

under CHP enforcement and that our office will continue trying to get follow‑up from CHP. 

Finally, she introduced Lieutenant Dylan Fong from the Sheriff’s Office, praising his commitment 
to West County and noting that he has already been responsive, engaged, and present at 
community meetings. 

Lieutenant Dylan Fong introduced himself as a lieutenant with the Sheriff’s Office who has 

served for approximately 26 years. He shared that he is now working in West County and 

described his role as providing an extra set of “eyes and ears” for the department, supporting 

the sergeants and deputies already assigned to the area, and helping ensure operations run 

smoothly. He noted that he reports back to the main office on local conditions and works directly 

with community groups. Lieutenant Fong said he looks forward to meeting more residents, 
collaborating with the MAC and local partners, and attending future meetings. 

2. Staff Update 

1) Recruitment process for terms beginning January 2027. The following terms are 

expiring. If a seat is not listed, that means that it expires in December 2027. 
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Representative Seats 

Lonnie Lazar, Forestville, completing first full term. Eligible for reappointment. 

Joe Rogoff, Guerneville, completing second term. Not eligible for reappointment. 

Spencer Scott, Guerneville, completing first term. Eligible for reappointment. 

Betsy Van Dyke, Guerneville South / Pocket Canyon, completing second term, Not eligible for 
reappointment. 

Patty Thayer, Monte Rio / Villa Grande, completing first term as Representative. Not seeking 

reappointment. 

Tony Goodwin, Cazadero / Duncans Mills, completing first term as Representative. Eligible for 
reappointment. 

Vicki Clewes, Hacienda (without changing boundaries, renaming West Forestville), completing 

second term. Not eligible for reappointment. 

Alternate Seats 

Unscheduled Vacancy effective 5/14/26, Hacienda (without changing boundaries, renaming 

West Forestville) 

Terry Gwiazdowski, Cazadero / Duncans Mills. Eligible for reappointment. 

Brian Perloff, Monte Rio / Villa Grande. Not seeking reappointment. 

Jenn Otten, Rio Nido. Not seeking reappointment. 

2) Youth Engagement Pilot Update & Next Steps 

Debbie Ramirez provided an overview of the recruitment process for MAC representative seats 

with terms expiring in January 2027. Members whose terms are ending were reminded to notify 

the office if they are interested in reappointment, and the group was encouraged to consider 
stepping into leadership roles, as both the chair and vice chair positions will be open next year. 

She also shared an update on the Youth Engagement Pilot. School is starting this week, and 

the pilot will focus on meeting students where they are, rather than expecting them to attend 

MAC meetings. The approach will involve adults listening to students’ concerns and interests, 
then connecting them with relevant county information and resources. Staff will reach out to 

MAC members and alternates to coordinate availability for school visits and club meetings. 
Volunteers are needed to help with logistics and planning, which could eventually become a 

paid student intern role. 

During discussion, councilmembers asked clarifying questions about the timeline for recruitment 
and the logistics of the youth engagement pilot. Staff confirmed that outreach to schools and 

clubs would begin soon and invited members to participate in planning and implementation. 

8. Sonoma Water Update on Treatment Plant Spill, Capacity Planning, and Funding Outlook 

David Royall, Assistant General Manager for Operations & Maintenance at Sonoma Water, 
delivered a comprehensive presentation updating the MAC on the January 2026 spill at the Russian 

River Treatment Plant, subsequent after‑action work, regulatory requirements, and long‑term 

infrastructure planning. 
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He reviewed the sequence of the January storm event, explaining that river water entered the 

wastewater collection system through several unbolted manholes and likely additional sources, 
overwhelming the plant’s hydraulic capacity and biological treatment process. He described how 

silt‑laden stormwater compromised filtration, forcing diversion and resulting in approximately 4.9 

million gallons of partially treated wastewater reaching the river. He noted that sampling showed 

similar bacterial levels upstream and downstream due to storm conditions, and that public health 

advisories were lifted once water quality returned to baseline. 

Royall outlined the agency’s collaboration with Public Health, Emergency Management, and the 

Sheriff’s Office during the spill, acknowledging strengths in staffing, communication, and sampling, 
while noting areas for improvement, including earlier EOC activation, consistent public signage, 
enhanced SOPs, and expanded winter baseline sampling. He reviewed requirements in the 

Regional Water Quality Control Board’s cleanup and abatement order, including flow monitoring, 
targeted manhole inspections (approximately 100 locations), corrective‑action planning, 
investigations into inflow and infiltration (I&I), and a final report due in 2027. 

He also described planned upgrades funded by a $47 million Clean Water State Revolving Fund 

grant. These include replacing force mains in Guerneville, Rio Nido, and Beanwood, rehabbing all 
11 lift stations, and modernizing headworks equipment. Construction is anticipated from 2028 to 

2030, with extensive public notification planned. In parallel, Sonoma Water is exploring additional 
funding sources and revisiting prior plans to expand onsite hydraulic storage by constructing a new 

equalization basin, potentially adding around 5 million gallons of capacity. 

DRAFTRoyall asked the community to assist with ongoing messaging about preventing wipes, grease, and 

other materials from entering the system, and about improper use of clean‑out caps. He also noted 

that Sonoma Water will host a winter storm preparedness webinar later this year. 

Councilmembers asked several clarifying questions about spill response, sampling, plant 
operations, and the planning timeline. Questions covered topics such as cleanup procedures in 

low‑lying areas, winter baseline sampling locations, the function and coordination of lift stations, the 

impact of open clean‑out caps, and the likelihood of similar spills occurring this winter. Royall 
explained that every storm behaves differently and that while the improvements underway will 
reduce risk, no guarantee can be made, especially before major upgrades are completed. 

Councilmembers also asked about the feasibility, location, and permitting considerations for a future 

equalization basin, and whether raising pond walls had been considered. Royall confirmed that the 

agency previously completed CEQA work for a new basin but that a past lawsuit halted progress; 
Sonoma Water is now reassessing constraints, including a landslide on plant property. 

Community members asked about construction impacts during force main replacement and 

whether wastewater use would need to be restricted. Royall explained that bypass systems would 

be used, avoiding any need for residents to curtail use. Residents also raised concerns about how 

long-term traffic, environmental factors, and plant capacity affect future storm resilience. Royall 
reiterated that both collection-system improvements and onsite storage expansion will help mitigate 

future events and emphasized continued partnership and communication. 

public comments 

A resident asked whether wastewater use would need to be limited during force‑main replacement; 
Sonoma Water explained bypass systems would prevent disruptions. 

A resident asked for clarification on cleanup of low‑lying areas after the January spill; Sonoma 

Water described natural dilution, sampling results, and limited necessary cleanup. 
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A resident asked about winter baseline water‑quality sampling locations; Sonoma Water listed 

current sites and noted counties may sample farther downstream. 

A resident asked about pump operations and coordination between lift stations; Sonoma Water 
explained how lift stations meter flow to avoid overwhelming the plant. 

A resident asked whether open or missing clean‑out caps could affect flooding into the system; 
Sonoma Water confirmed they can and provided explanation. 

A resident asked about the likelihood of another spill in a future severe storm; Sonoma Water 
explained improvements underway but noted no absolute guarantee. 

A resident asked about funding and feasibility for expanding storage capacity; Sonoma Water 
explained prior CEQA work, past litigation, and the need for additional funding. 

A resident asked about wastewater restrictions during construction; Sonoma Water confirmed none 

would be required. 

9. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned by the chair at 6:47 PM 

DRAFT
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