
Lower Russian River Municipal Advisory Council 

Agenda 

Regular Meeting 

Thursday, August 13, 2026 05:30 PM 

West County Services Center, 16390 Main Street, Suite B, Guerneville 

https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/lrrmac 

https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/81432400480?pwd=QxZqEx142SaX5f09LI5xeopnEd6pm6.1 

Councilmembers 

Chair & Hacienda Representative: Vicki Clewes • Vice Chair and Monte Rio / Villa Grande 

Representative: Patty Thayer • Cazadero / Duncan Mills Representative: Tony Goodwin • Guerneville 

Representative: Joe Rogoff • Guerneville Representative: Spencer R. Scott • Guerneville South / 
Pocket Canyon Representative: Betsy Van Dyke • Forestville Representative: Lonnie 

Lazar • Forestville Representative: Cari Hernandez • Rio Nido Representative: Nick Thayer 

Reasonable Accommodations 

The Lower Russian River Municipal Advisory Council will make reasonable accommodations for 
persons having special needs due to disabilities. Please contact the Fifth District Field Representative 

at 707-565-1219 during regular business hours at least 48 hours prior to the meeting to ensure 

necessary accommodations are made. 

Si desea interpretación al español para una reunión, póngase en contacto con 

District5@SonomaCounty.gov o llame al (707)565-4683 antes de las 5 p. m. del lunes anterior a 

la reunión. 

1. Call to Order

A. Roll Call

2. Approval of the agenda

Discussion 

3. Statement of Conflict of Interest

Discussion 

This is the time for the Chair, Vice Chair and Council Members to indicate any statements of conflict 
of interest for any item listed on this agenda. 

4. Consent Agenda

Discussion Possible Action 

These items are expected to be routine and non-controversial. The Lower Russian River MAC will 
act upon them at one time without discussion. Any Representatives, staff member or interested 

party may request that an item be removed from the consent agenda for discussion. 
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A. Draft minutes from July 9, 2026 Meeting 

5. Councilmember Comments 

Discussion 

Comments are restricted to matters within the MAC's jurisdiction. Please be brief and limit spoken 

comments to two minutes. Due to Brown Act regulations, this is not a time for discussion of any 

item, however a brief dialogue about considering an item for a future agenda is permitted during this 

time. 

6. Public Comment on Matters not listed on the Agenda 

Discussion 

Comments are restricted to matters within the Lower Russian River MAC’s jurisdiction. Please be 

brief and limit spoken comments to two minutes. While Council members may not respond to or 
discuss comments except to express interest in agendizing the topic for a future meeting, staff can 

briefly address or follow up after the meeting. 

7. County Update 

Discussion 

A. Supervisor Hopkins' Update 

B. Staff Update 

1) Recruitment process for terms beginning January 2027. The following terms are 

expiring. If a seat is not listed, that means that it expires in December 2027. 

Representative Seats 

Lonnie Lazar, Forestville, completing first full term. Eligible for reappointment. 

Joe Rogoff, Guerneville, completing second term. Not eligible for reappointment. 

Spencer Scott, Guerneville, completing first term. Eligible for reappointment. 

Betsy Van Dyke, Guerneville South / Pocket Canyon, completing second term, Not eligible for 
reappointment. 

Patty Thayer, Monte Rio / Villa Grande, completing first term as Representative. Not seeking 

reappointment. 

Tony Goodwin, Cazadero / Duncans Mills, completing first term as Representative. Eligible for 
reappointment. 

Vicki Clewes, Hacienda (without changing boundaries, renaming West Forestville), completing 

second term. Not eligible for reappointment. 

Alternate Seats 

Unscheduled Vacancy effective 5/14/26, Hacienda (without changing boundaries, renaming 

West Forestville) 
2 



Terry Gwiazdowski, Cazadero / Duncans Mills. Eligible for reappointment. 

Brian Perloff, Monte Rio / Villa Grande. Not seeking reappointment. 

Jenn Otten, Rio Nido. Not seeking reappointment. 

2) Youth Engagement Pilot Update & Next Steps 

8. Sonoma Water Update on Treatment Plant Spill, Capacity Planning, and Funding Outlook 

Discussion 

David Royall, Sonoma Water Assistant General Manager of Operations & Maintenance and Brad 

Sherwood, Assistant General Manager Business Services, will provide an update on the January 

2026 spill at the Russian River Treatment Plant, outline ongoing after-action work, and share 

preliminary engineering insights on wastewater capacity improvement options. Their presentation 

will also touch on recently awarded state funding and how it aligns with longer-term infrastructure 

planning, along with an overview of future capacity options under evaluation, the funding that may 

be required, and ways the community can effectively advocate for or support next steps. 

9. Adjournment 

The next regular meeting of the Lower Russian River MAC will be held on September 10, 2026. 
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Lower Russian River Municipal Advisory Council 
Draft Minutes

Regular Meeting 
Thursday, July 09, 2026 05:30 PM 

West County Services Center, 16390 Main Street, Suite B, Guerneville 
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/lrrmac 

https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/83153573039?pwd=7560BZlG5xNF1utx3YIAbvegZK4vGQ.1 

1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:33 pm by Chair & Hacienda Representative: Vicki Clewes.

1. Roll Call

Present: Chair & Hacienda Representative: Vicki Clewes, Guerneville Representative: Joe
Rogoff, Guerneville South / Pocket Canyon Representative: Betsy Van Dyke, Forestville
Representative: Lonnie Lazar, Rio Nido Representative: Nick Thayer, Alternate Thai Hilton

Absent: Vice Chair and Monte Rio / Villa Grande Representative: Patty Thayer, Cazadero /
Duncan Mills Representative: Tony Goodwin, Guerneville Representative: Spencer R. Scott,
Forestville Representative: Cari Hernandez, Alternate Brian Perloff, Alternate Jenn Otten

Staff Present: Debbie Ramirez, 5th District Field Representative

2. Approval of the agenda

Chair Clewes introduced the agenda approval with a note that Supervisor Hopkins' had a schedule
conflict so proposed that County Update be moved to item #4. Betsy Van Dyke moved to approve
the agenda with this change. Lonnie Lazar seconded it. The motion passed unanimously 6-0

3. Statement of Conflict of Interest

There were no statements of conflict of interest.

4. Consent Agenda

1. Draft minutes from May 14, 2026 Meeting

2. Bylaws Update: These revisions reflect changing the name of the "Hacienda" representative
area to "West Forestville" to clarify that that the area encompasses more than the Hacienda
neighborhood. Additionally, the Government Code regarding the California Public Records Act
has changed so Article XII is updated to reference the accurate code.

Alternate Thai Hilton motioned to approve. Guerneville South / Pocket Canyon Representative: 
Betsy Van Dyke seconded the motion. 

The motion passed with the following vote: 
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 6 In Favor  0 Opposed 

Abstained Absent Recused 

5. County Update

Supervisor Hopkins announced an upcoming Back‑to‑School Family Resource Fair on July 30 at
the West County Services Center, offering backpacks and supplies to local families. She provided
an update on airport noise issues, explaining that changes to FAA flight patterns have increased
noise in West County. The County is working with aviation contacts to restore the older, quieter
pattern and raise the issue before the Board of Supervisors, noting related challenges with airport
staffing, runway conditions, and parking capacity.

She shared that the Enhanced Infrastructure Financing District/Public Financing Authority meeting 

would take place July 13. Regarding the Vacation Beach Dam, she clarified it is under the 

jurisdiction of the Russian River Recreation & Park District; Permit Sonoma is not delaying the 

project, though the district must navigate multiple agency requirements. She reiterated that code 

enforcement operates on a complaint‑driven basis. 

Finally, she highlighted local community beautification efforts, including a new mural in Guerneville 

and ongoing volunteer maintenance of gardens around the facility. 

6. Councilmember Comments

Joe Rogoff reported receiving complaints from three residents regarding the presence of “raccoon
trucks” (large junk‑hauling trucks) parked in various locations around town. He noted they are
sometimes used as free advertising, moved before towing, and are frequently positioned near
corners or across from the theater, leading to blocked visibility for drivers and pedestrians. Joe
shared that residents are frustrated, and he acknowledged he understood their concerns.

Betsy Van Dyke expressed appreciation to the County of Sonoma for mowing vegetation along 

Neely Road. She explained that neighbors had voiced concerns, and a neighboring resident had 

even begun mowing independently. She thanked County staff for addressing the issue without 
prompting 

Vicki Clewes noted similar mowing efforts at Summer Home Park, which improved road visibility. 

Lonnie Lazar requested an update from Public Infrastructure regarding the list of roads scheduled 

for repaving, previously discussed at the end of the prior year. She sought information on how many 

roads had been completed to date. Supervisor Hopkins responded that the paving projects typically 

follow a two‑year cycle and affirmed that planned projects were still moving forward following recent 
budget restoration. Lonnie specifically asked about Tilton Road, Supervisor Hopkins said that she 

would follow up. (update provided: Tilton Rd. is scheduled for the 2027 paving season.) 
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7. Public Comment on Matters not listed on the Agenda

Rhian Miller announced two upcoming Monte Rio Recreation & Park District events—the annual
“running of the goats” on July 16 and a volunteer invasive‑plant removal day on August 8,
encouraging community participation.

Michele McDonell expressed concern about a long‑standing family sign removed after a complaint 
and urged updates to outdated sign ordinances. 

Harry Clark spoke against the proposed asphalt plant near Green Valley Creek, citing 

environmental harm and community impacts. 

Sharon Martinelli also opposed the asphalt plant, referencing past litigation and calling for 
protection of rural communities under new General Plan elements. 

Mike Whiteman (online) commented on the importance of virtual public participation and raised 

concerns about viewpoint discrimination; Supervisor Hopkins later clarified county policy regarding 

hate speech. 

8. Green Valley Creek Watershed Stewardship and Health

Presenters John Green and Sierra Cantor from the Gold Ridge Resource Conservation District
provided an overview of the Atascadero–Green Valley watershed, emphasizing its ecological
importance as critical habitat for threatened steelhead trout and endangered coho salmon. They
explained that historical land‑use changes—such as expanded impervious surfaces, road
construction, channel straightening, and agricultural drainage—have led to stream channel incision,
loss of connection to historic floodplains, reduced summer baseflows, and increased sedimentation.

The RCD team described ongoing restoration projects designed to rebuild habitat complexity and 

improve freshwater conditions for juvenile salmon. Recent work at Iron Horse Vineyards added side 

channels, alcoves, and constructed wetlands, which juvenile fish began using immediately. A 

similar project is planned upstream at the Sweetwater Nursery/Green property. They also outlined 

efforts to address chronic flooding on Green Valley Road, where sediment deposition has reduced 

channel capacity; an upcoming large‑scale project will aim to restore habitat while improving public 

safety. 

The presenters emphasized community roles in watershed recovery, encouraging residents to 

better manage runoff, increase onsite infiltration, and participate in education and stewardship 

programs. They noted that long‑term salmon recovery requires coordinated actions across the 

watershed, ongoing monitoring, and collaboration among landowners, agencies, and local 
organizations. 

9. Department of Health Services briefing on prospective nitrous oxide ordinance

Brittany Lobo from the Department of Health Services provided an overview of the County’s
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proposed ordinance addressing the retail sale of nitrous oxide products intended for non‑medical 
inhalation. She explained that while nitrous oxide has legitimate uses in medical, dental, culinary, 
automotive, and research settings, the County has seen increasing concerns related to youth 

access, recreational inhalation, impaired driving, and litter from discarded large canisters. 

She noted that state law prohibits furnishing nitrous oxide to minors and selling it for intoxication, 
but these provisions are difficult to enforce in retail environments. The proposed ordinance would 

restrict retail sales in unincorporated Sonoma County while preserving access for legitimate 

commercial and professional uses through wholesalers. Lobo stated that all cities in the county are 

coordinating on parallel local actions, with Cloverdale having already enacted a ban. 

DHS has conducted outreach to retailers, community groups, and municipalities and recently held a 

public information session. The ordinance is anticipated to go before the Board of Supervisors for 
first reading in late August. Public comments included concerns about the prevalence of large 

nitrous oxide canisters found during river cleanups and challenges associated with their disposal. 

10. Community Engagement and Outreach Plan Ad Hoc Update

The Ad Hoc Committee reported on its work to strengthen youth engagement and expand overall
community participation. Members highlighted recommendations developed during their May 15
meeting, including improved messaging, outreach locations, materials, internships, and hands‑on
civic learning opportunities. The committee noted the value of connecting with Liz Cruz of the
Commission on Human Rights, who has developed a successful framework for youth involvement,
and expressed intent to review her materials. The group also discussed revamping the student
representative program before selecting a new student when school resumes, and acknowledged
the importance of ongoing engagement with both younger and older community members.

11. Adjournment

Chair Clewes adjourned the meeting at 7:12 PM
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