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Lower Russian River Municipal Advisory Council 
AGENDA 

 
Regular Meeting 

June 13, 2024 05:30 PM 
Guerneville School Community Room, 14630 Armstrong Woods Road Guerneville, CA 95466 

https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/lrrmac 
https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/96201136518?pwd=VHRoNjhJUHRTSlBxczk5R3k2cWtpZz09 

 
Chair & Rio Nido Representative: Pip Marquez de la Plata • Vice Chair & Cazadero / Duncan Mills 

Representative: Mike Nicholls • Guerneville Representative: Joe Rogoff • Guerneville Representative: 
Spencer R. Scott • Guerneville South / Pocket Canyon Representative: Betsy Van Dyke • Monte Rio / 
Villa Grande Representative: Cynthia Strecker • Hacienda Representative: Vicki Clewes • Forestville 

Representative: Lonnie Lazar • Forestville Representative: Thai Hilton 

 
REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS 

The Lower Russian River Municipal Advisory Council will make reasonable accommodations for 
persons having special needs due to disabilities. Please contact the Fif th District Field Representative 
at 707-565-1219 during regular business hours at least 48 hours prior to the meeting to ensure 
necessary accommodations are made. 

 
1. Call to Order 

A. Pledge of  Allegiance 
 

B. Roll Call 
 
 

2. Approval of Agenda 
 Discussion  Possible Action 

This approval process ensures that the agenda accurately ref lects the items to be discussed and 
decided upon. Members may request adjustments to the agenda, including reordering or deletion of 
items at this time. Any changes must comply with the Brown Act requirements for public notice and 
agenda setting. The agenda must be f inalized before the Council proceeds with other meeting 
items. 

 
3. Statement of Conflict of Interest 

 Discussion 

This is the time for the Chair, Vice Chair and Council Members to indicate any statements of  conf lict 
of  interest for any item listed on this agenda. The River MAC bylaws state that members will not 
involve themselves in of ficial River MAC activities that could materially benef it them personally, their 
business interests, or the interests of  organizations that they represent. In a conf lict of  interest, the 
member will abstain f rom voting, and the abstention will be recorded in the minutes. 

https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/lrrmac
https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/96201136518?pwd=VHRoNjhJUHRTSlBxczk5R3k2cWtpZz09


Page 2 of 28 2  

4. Consent Agenda 
 Discussion  Possible Action 

These items are expected to be routine and non-controversial. The Lower Russian River MAC will 
act upon them at one time without discussion. Any Representatives, staf f  member or interested 
party may request that an item be removed f rom the consent agenda for discussion. 

A. May 9 Minutes 
 
 

5. Councilmember comment on matters not listed on the agenda 
 Discussion 

Comments are restricted to matters within the Board’s jurisdiction. Please be brief  and limit spoken 
comments to one minute. Due to Brown Act regulations, this is not a time for discussion of  any item, 
however a brief  dialogue about considering an item for a future agenda is permitted during this time. 

 
6. Public Comments 

On Matters not listed on the agenda: Comments are restricted to matters within the Lower Russian 
River MAC’s jurisdiction. Please be brief  and limit spoken comments to two minutes. 

 
7. County Update from Supervisor Lynda Hopkins / Staff 

 Discussion 
 

8. Discussion regarding community concerns around law enforcement in the Lower Russian 
River 

 Discussion 

Director Alden will provide an update f rom IOLERO, including an overview of  the Community- 
Oriented Policing Study underway in conjunction with Sonoma State University researchers. 

 
9. Discussion around the history and tending of the year-round Pride Flag raising at the 

Guerneville Plaza. 
 Discussion 

Beth Streets, organizer to the installation of  the year-round Pride Flag in Guerneville, will share the 
history. 

 
10. Correspondence: Ratification of Letter of Support to Senate Local Government Committee in 

regards to AB 817. 
 Discussion  Possible Action 

The MAC previously endorsed a letter to Assemblymember Blanca Pacheco, the author of  AB 817, 
in May 2023. We recently learned that the Senate Local Government Committee would be holding a 
hearing on the matter prior to our next MAC meeting. Therefore, the Chair signed an updated letter 
to the Committee on behalf  of  the MAC. 

 
11. Committee & Community Project Reports 

 Discussion  Possible Action 

Written reports are included for review. Committee chair or delegate may brief ly highlight parts of  
the update, respond to councilmember questions, and receive public comment. 
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A. Community Engagement and Outreach Ad Hoc - 2024 Community Engagement and Outreach 
Plan adoption 

 
B. Guerneville Plaza Inf rastructure Recommendations Ad Hoc - Survey f indings and discussion of 

committee work to date 

 
C. Community Stewardship Project -no report - did not meet in May 

 
D. Land Use Standing Committee -no report 

 
 
12. Adjournment 
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Lower Russian River Municipal Advisory Council 
Minutes 

Regular Meeting 
May 09, 2024 05:30 PM 

Guerneville School Community Room, 14630 Armstrong Woods Road Guerneville, CA 95466 
https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/lrrmac 

 

 
1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 5:35 pm by Chair & Rio Nido Representative: Pip Marquez 
de la Plata. 

 
A. Pledge of  Allegiance 

Led by Guerneville Representative: Joe Rogof f  
 

B. Roll Call DRAFT 
Present: Chair & Rio Nido Representative: Pip Marquez de la Plata, Vice Chair & Cazadero 
/ Duncan Mills Representative: Mike Nicholls, Guerneville Representative: Joe Rogof f , 
Guerneville Representative: Spencer R. Scott, Guerneville South / Pocket Canyon 
Representative: Betsy Van Dyke, Hacienda Representative: Vicki Clewes, Forestville 
Representative: Lonnie Lazar, Forestville Representative: Thai Hilton, Monte Rio / Villa 
Grande Alternate Patty Thayer 

Absent: Monte Rio / Villa Grande Representative: Cynthia Strecker 

Staf f  Present: Debbie Ramirez, Mia Pedrazzetti, Tracy Lyons (remote), Lupe Catalan 
(remote) 

 
2. Approval of Agenda 

Monte Rio/Villa Grande Alternate Patty Thayer votes on behalf  of  Cynthia Strecker 

Vice Chair & Cazadero / Duncan Mills Representative: Mike Nicholls motioned to approve. A 
second was made by Guerneville Representative: Joe Rogof f . 

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 
 9  In Favor  0  Opposed 
 Abstained  Absent  Recused 

 
3. Statement of Conflict of Interest 

No Conf licts of  Interest 
 
 

4. Consent Agenda 

A. April 11 Minutes 

https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/lrrmac
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B. Bylaws update: the attached revised bylaws ref lect a change to clarify that service as an 
alternate on the River MAC do not count towards the term limits. 

 
Forestville Representative: Lonnie Lazar motioned to approve. A second was made by 
Hacienda Representative: Vicki Clewes. 

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 
 9  In Favor  0  Opposed 
 Abstained  Absent  Recused 

 
5. Councilmember comment on matters not listed on the agenda 

Betsy Van Dyke informs about the opening of  the Vacation Beach Charles Raneri Playground 
f rom 11-2 on Saturday. 

Vickie Clewes mentions two issues brought to her attention by neighbors that could be 
discussed later in the year; the FEMA community rating system f loods and the issue of  light 
pollution in neighborhoods. 

Mike Nicholls informs about the Public Safety Townhall meeting to be held on May 29 at 5:30 at 
the Guerneville School. 

Spencer Scott informs about Guerneville Night Market f rom 5-9pm on May 17th 

Alternate Patty Thayer informs about Rio Fest on June 15th at the Monte Rio amphitheater 

Joe Rogof f  encourages other MAC members to attend the Guerneville Market to table 

Mike Nicholls provides information on a Safety Meeting held by the California Water Company 
on Tuesday May 14th f rom 8AM-3PM on First Street in Guerneville 

 
 

6. Public Comments 

Chief  Radio Of f icer for Sonoma County Neighborhood Auxiliary Communications Service, Tony 
Goodwin gives an update on the addition of  new repeaters and informs about teachings at the 
Cloverdale Expo and the Public Safety Townhall on May 29th. 

He also informs about damage to East Austin Creek Road in Cazadero and asks for support 
with restructuring/repaving. 

 
 

7. County Update from Supervisor Lynda Hopkins / Staff 

Supervisor Hopkins informs on the the raise of  day use fees for Lower Russian River regional 
parks f rom $7-$10 during the tourist season to decrease over parking and encourage the use of  
the shuttle. The fee increase will begin on July 1st 2024 and in subsequent years will be in 
ef fect f rom Memorial Day to Labor Day. 

Update on DEMA 

Update on conf ined animal feeding ordinance 
 
 

8. Transient Occupancy Tax Ordinance Amendment 

Eric Roeser auditor-controller-treasurer-tax collector and McCall Miller administrative analyst 
f rom the County of  Sonoma provide information and answer questions on the upcoming 
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amendments to TOT (Transient Occupancy Tax Ordinance) 

9. Committee & Community Project Reports 

A. Land Use Standing Committee - no report 

No Action 

B. Community Engagement and Outreach Ad Hoc - 2024 Community Engagement Plan 
adoption (attached) 

Ad-hoc continues one more month to make the community engagement plan more equitable 
to include Latinx communities. 

 
 

C. Guerneville Plaza Inf rastructure Recommendations Ad Hoc - Proposed survey adoption 
(attached), discussion regarding interim improvements 

The MAC approved the survey with minor changes in wording and Field Representative 
Debbie Ramirez will create a digital version. 

Guerneville South / Pocket Canyon Representative: Betsy Van Dyke motioned to approve. A 
second was made by Guerneville Representative: Spencer R. Scott. 

 
The motion passed with the following vote: 
 9  In Favor  0  Opposed 

Abstained  Absent  Recused 
 
 
 

D. Community Stewardship Project - report attached 

Vicki Clewes will be leaving the group perhaps Tony Goodwin Cazadero alternate will be 
able to f ill her role. 

 
10. Adjournment 

Adjouned by Pip Marquez de la Plata at 6:53pm 
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John Alden 
Director, IOLERO 
John.Alden@Sonoma-County.org 

(707) 565-8570 

 

 
IOLERO 
Update 2024 

mailto:John.Alden@Sonoma-County.org
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Francisco, Oakland 

 
 
 

• Former Prosecutor: Sonoma (‘97), Marin, 
and San Francisco Counties 

• Civil Practice in Sonoma County 2003-2006 
• Law Enforcement Oversight since 2009: San 

• Member of NACOLE, AIG 
• Started Sept 2023 as IOLERO Director; 

• Same as an Inspector General 

 
 
 
 

My 
Background 
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National Association for Civilian Oversight of Law 
Enforcement: NACOLE https://www.nacole.org/ 

 

http://www.nacole.org/


 

IOLERO Strengths 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Independent 
Reports only to the Board 

of Supervisors 

Empowered 
Audits and Investigations 

Individualized 
Shaped by Community 

Input (CALLE, Measure P) 

Community Driven 
Community Advisory 

Council 
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Why I am Talking to You Now 
 

• Community Outreach is part of my job 
• MACs are a key form of community input 
• So I’ll tell you what we’re up to and listen to you 

about what you’d like us to work on 
• Update on our “Community Oriented Policing 

Study” with SSU in particular 
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CAC 
Powers 

And 
Work 

 
• 11 Members, 10 appointed by 

Board of Supervisors 
• So two from D5! 

• Community Outreach 
• Policy Advice to Sheriff 
• Advocacy for Resources 



 

Community Engagement 
 

• SHIFTING from outreach (informing the public) to an engagement 
(public collaboration) focus. 

• The CAC aims to complete work on at least four areas of policy 
recommendations through engagement, including: 

• Responses to data reported under the Racial and Identity Profiling Act (RIPA); 

• Policies and procedures relating to evictions; 
• Recruitment and retention of personnel at the Sheriff’s Office; 
• Use of police dogs (canine units). 
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IOLERO Powers and Work 
 
 

 

 

Audits –2016 fwd: 
Independent Review and 
Commentary on IA 
Investigations 
Backlog Resolved by Measure 
P funding 
Scope Expanded in 2021 

Starting in 2023: 

Limited Investigations 
Whistleblower Program 
Civil Case Auditing 

Annual Report 
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Key Operational Opportunities and 
Challenges 
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AUDITS COMPLETED BACKLOG COMPLAINTS RECEIVED 



 

Funding Post-Measure P 
 
 
 

 

Funding 
increased since 

Measure P 

IOLERO funding 
is now about $2 
million annually 

• Now EQUALS 1% of SCSO Budget 
• Formerly much less than that 
• No impact on SCSO budget 

 
 

• 6.5 positions for ‘23-’24; all filled 
• Seeking to increase to 7.75 in ‘24-’25 
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Community Oriented 
Policing Study 
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Finish Community Oriented Policing 
Study’s Focus Group and Survey Phase 

 
 
 

 
Next Steps 

Continue Developing Newer Programs- 
esp. Investigations, Whistleblowers 

 
 

Add new Chief Auditor to address 
workload 

 
 

 

CAC collaboration with Sheriff on 
policy changes 
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Sincerely, 

 
Lower Russian River Municipal Advisory Council 

Pip Marquez de la Plata, Chair 

June 5, 2024 

The Honorable Maria Elena Durazo 
Chair, Senate Local Government Committee 
State Capitol, Room 407 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: AB 817 (PACHECO) LOCAL GOVERNMENT: OPEN MEETINGS – SUPPORT 
As amended January 17, 2024 

Dear Chair Durazo: 

On behalf of the Lower Russian River Municipal Advisory Council, we write to express our strong support for AB 
817, which would remove barriers to entry in civic participation by aligning provisions for local advisory bodies 
with state advisory bodies, allowing these non-decision-making sub-bodies of a legislative governing body to 
participate remotely via two-way virtual teleconferencing without posting of their location. 

The River MAC is comprised of members from the unincorporated West Sonoma County communities of 
Forestville, Rio Nido, Guerneville, Monte Rio, Cazadero and Duncans Mills. Challenges associated with 
recruitment have been attributed to participation time commitments; time and location of meetings; the need 
to drive after dark and in inclement weather conditions; physical limitation, conflicts with childcare, and work 
obligations. The COVID-19 global pandemic drove both hyper-awareness and concerns about the spread of 
infectious diseases, as well as removed barriers to local civic participation by allowing this same remote 
participation. This enabled individuals who could not otherwise accommodate the time, distance, or mandatory 
physical participation requirements to engage locally, providing access to leadership opportunities and providing 
communities with greater diversified input on critical community proposals. 

 
Existing law (Stats. 1991, Ch. 669) requires local bodies to publish and publicly notice opportunities that exist to 
participate in and serve on local regulatory and advisory boards, commissions, and committees under the Local 
Appointments List, known as Maddy’s Act. However, merely informing the public of the opportunity to engage is 
not enough: addressing barriers to entry to achieve diverse representation in leadership furthers the 
Legislature’s declared goals of equal access and equal opportunity. 

 
Last year, the Legislature overwhelmingly passed and the Governor signed SB 544 (Stats. 202, Ch. 216). Noting 
equity issues presented by physical attendance requirements, this bill provided teleconferencing flexibility to 
members of State advisory only bodies. AB 817 would remove these same barriers to leadership opportunities 
by providing the same narrow exemption for non-decision-making legislative bodies that do not take final action 
so that equity in opportunity to serve locally and representative diversity in leadership can be achieved. For 
these reasons, we are pleased to support AB 817 and thank you for your leadership on this most important issue. 

 

Pip Marquez de la Plata 
Chair, Lower Russian River Mucincipal Advisory Council 

cc: 
Assembly Member Jim Wood 
Senator Mike McGuire 
Supervisor Lynda Hopkins, Sonoma County Board of Supervisors, 5th District 
Rural County Representatives of California 

Members 

Forestville 
Lonnie Lazar 
Thai Hilton 
Alternate: Lisa Nahmanson 

 
 

Hacienda 
Vicki Clewes 
Alternate: Brian Andriola 

 
Pocket Canyon 
Betsy Van Dyke 
Alternate: Greg Hennig 

 
Rio Nido 
Pip Marquez de la Plata, 
Chair 
Alternate: Jenn Otten 

 
Guerneville 
Joe Rogoff 
Spencer Scott 
Alternate: Kathy Dahl 

 
Monte Rio 
Cynthia Strecker 
Alternate: Patty Thayer 

 
Cazadero/Duncans Mills 
Mike Nicholls, Vice Chair 
Alternate: 
Tony Goodwin 
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May 11, 2023 

Lower Russian River Municipal Advisory Council 
Pip Marquez de la Plata, Chair 

 

Members 

Forestville 
Lisa Nahmanson, Vice 
Chair 
Vesta Copestakes 
Alternate: Lucy 
Hardcastle 

 
 

Hacienda 
Vicki Clewes 
Alternate: Alice Teeter 

 
Pocket Canyon 
Betsy Van Dyke 
Alternate: Greg Hennig 

 
Rio Nido 
Pip Marquez de la 
Plata, Chair 
Alternate: open 

 
Guerneville 
Nic Peirera 
Joe Rogoff 
Alternate: Avi Gordon 

 
Monte Rio 
Cynthia Strecker, Vice 
Chair 
Alternate: Patty 
Thayer 

 
Cazadero/Duncans 
Mills 
Mike Nicholls 
Alternate: 
Tony Goodwin 

The Honorable Blanca Pacheco 
California State Assembly 
1021 O Street, Suite 6240 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
RE: AB 817 (PACHECO) LOCAL GOVERNMENT: OPEN MEETINGS – SUPPORT 

 
Dear Assembly member Pacheco: 

 

 
On beh alf of the Lower Russian River Municipal Advisory Council (River MAC) we write to express our strong support 
for AB 817, which would remove barriers to entry for appointed and elected office by allowing non-decision-making 
legislative bo dies that do not have the ability to take final action to participate in two-way virtual teleconferencing 
without posting location. 

The River MAC is comprised of members from the unincorporated West Sonoma County communities of Forestville, 
Rio Nido, Guerneville, Monte Rio, Cazad ero and Duncans Mills. Challenges associated with recruitment have been 
attributed to participation time commitments; time and location of meetings; the need to drive after dark and in 
inclement weather conditions; physical limitation, conflicts with childcare, and work obligations. The COVID-19 global 
pandemic drove both hyper-awareness and concerns abo ut the spread of infectious diseases, as well as removed 
barriers to local civic participation by allowing this same remote participation. This en abled individuals who could not 
otherwise accommodate the time, distance, or mandatory physical participation requirements to engage locally, 
providing access to lead ership opportunities and providing communities with greater diversified input on critical 
community proposals. 

Existing law (Stats. 1991, Ch. 669) req uires local bo dies to publish and publicly notice opportunities that exist to 
participate in and serve on local reg ulatory and advisory bo ards, commissions, and committees un der the Local 
Appointments List, known as Maddy’s Act. However, merely informing the public of the opportunity to engage is not 
enough: ad dressing barriers to entry to achieve diverse representation in leadership furthers the Legislature’s declared 
goals of eq ual access and eq ual opportunity. 

Diversification in civic participation at all levels requires careful consideration of different protected characteristics as 
well as socio-economic status. The in-person req uirement to participate in local governance bodies presents a 
disproportionate challenge for those with physical or economic limitations, including seniors, persons with disability, 
single parents and/or caretakers, economically marginalized groups, and those who live in rural areas and face 
prohibitive driving distances. Participation in local advisory bodies and appointed boards and commissions often serves 
as a pipeline to local elected office and opportunities for state and fed eral leadership positions. 

AB 817 would help ad dress these issues by providing a narrow exemption under the Ralph M. Brown Act for non- 
decision-making legislative bo dies that do not take final action on any legislation, regulations, contracts, licenses, 
permits, or other entitlements, so that eq uity in opportunity to serve locally and representative diversity in leadership 
can be achieved. 

For these reasons, we are pleased to support AB 817 and thank you for your leadership on this most important issue. 
Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Pip Marquez de la Plata 
Chair, Lower Russian River Municipal Advisory Council 

 
cc: Assemblymember Jim Wood 

Sen ator Mike McGuire 
Members and staff, Assembly Local Government Committee 
Ronda Paschal, Deputy Legislative Secretary, Governor’s Office of Legislative Affairs 
Supervisor Lynda Hopkins, Sonoma County Board of Supervisors, 5th District 
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Community Engagement and Outreach Plan 

for the Lower Russian River Municipal Advisory Council 
 

Introduction 

The Lower Russian River Municipal Advisory Council (River MAC) was established to advise the 
Board of Supervisors and other County decision makers on proposed projects located within, or 
related to, the Lower Russian River region, to provide a regular forum for citizen participation in 
the formation of advisory recommendations on those decisions, and to provide a bridge for 
communication between the County and local residents, businesses, and the general public on 
local government decisions affecting the Lower Russian River. 

A. Purpose Statement 

The Community Engagement and Outreach Plan will clarify how the River MAC shall serve as 
an inclusive and accessible conduit of information. 

B. Council Member Responsibilities 

1. In order to facilitate community engagement, the River MAC will make recommendations 
to the Board of Supervisors and other County decision makers on the following Advisory 
Topics: 

a. Use permit applications, preferably through the Land Use Committee 

b. Rezoning applications, preferably through the Land Use Committee 

c. General Plan amendment applications; 

d. Prioritization of transportation and transit improvements; 

e. Health and human safety-net services; and 

f. Additional topics requested by the District Supervisor. 

2. The duties of the River MAC shall include: 

a. Hold regular open and public meetings; 

b. Promote and encourage public comment; 

c. Study and analyze the Advisory Topics; 

d. Keep the District Supervisor informed of any issues related to the Advisory Topics 
within the community; 

e. Provide advisory recommendations on the Advisory Topics and annual reports to 
the Board of Supervisors; and 
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f. Comply with Sonoma County Municipal Advisory Council policies and 
procedures. 

g. Conduct outreach in the community, as broadly as possible, to inform about the 
existence and role of the MAC, to invite input about all issues that affect the 
community, and to disseminate information about county issues, meetings and 
decisions. 

h. Attend community events to meet our community members where they are 

C. Soliciting Public Input 

When asking for input from the community, the River MAC will focus on: 

1. Requesting feedback on specific items on the agenda; 

2. Suggested agenda items that reflect community issues; 

3. Issues specific to individual neighborhoods and/or districts. 

D. Steps For After Receiving Public Input: 

1. Determine whether the topic is pertinent to the River MAC: 

a. If not, refer the individual to appropriate County personnel, copying the District 5 
Field Representative for potential follow up. 

b. If so, continue to the next step. 

2. Forward feedback to District 5 Field Representative who will research within the County 
and respond to community member, keeping the MAC representative in the loop. 

3. Share public information with the Chair of the Council and District 5 personnel. 

4. Determine if the topic or issue is relevant to more than one MAC area: 

a. If it is specific to only your area, talk with community members to determine the 
best course of action (e.g. Community meeting or town hall, letter of support, 
recommendation to the Board of Supervisors, meeting with a County department 
or agency). 

b. If it is relevant to more than one area, consult with the MAC chair regarding the 
formation of an ad hoc committee of River MAC members to develop a plan of 
action and propose a solution. 

 
 

 
 

Implementation 
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This section covers the goals, strategies, and actions necessary for the River MAC to carry out 
the Community Engagement and Outreach Plan. 

I. Goals 

A. Distribute MAC meeting dates and agendas to the public; 

B. Inform the public of the purpose of the MAC; 

C. Develop multiple ways for the public to reach their district’s Council Member 
representative; 

D. Develop multiple ways for Council Members to communicate with and engage 
the community; 

E. Establish outreach to underserved and underrepresented community members. 

1. District 5 Field Representative will coordinate with Bilingual District 5 Field 
Representative to assure accuracy for Spanish translations of all material 
and advise MAC reps of opportunities to connect. 

2. Continue to provide Spanish interpretation at all MAC Meetings 

3. Interface with Latinx community groups and encourage these groups to 
bring issues that affect their communities to the MAC. 

4. Ensure that all written materials at MAC tables at events are translated 
into Spanish. 

5. Encourage participation in the MAC so that the MAC represents the 
diversity of the Lower Russian River community, including encouraging 
bilingual and bicultural candidates. 

6.  Print bilingual posters for all MAC meetings and events and post in 
conspicuous places in all communities, including Senior Centers and 
libraries. 

7. Explore other channels to reach those without connectivity, such as 
General Mobile Radio Service 

8. Maintain an active list of upcoming events that MAC can table at, 
announce those within the next month at MAC meetings and sign up 
volunteer members. 

9. Encourage community groups to bring issues to their MAC 
representative(s) 

10. Utilize bilingual radio and media to connect with the Latinx community 
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F. The MAC may nominate an ex-officio non-voting member student from a local 
High School who resides within the River MAC boundaries. 

II. Strategies and Actions 

A. Post meeting flyers at key locations within each district: 

1. There is a list of bulletin boards which Council Members should add to 

2. Council Members should identify appropriate locations and post flyers and 
agendas. 

B. Encourage Council Members to use their personal tools of communication to 
share meeting dates and agendas. 

C. Post meeting dates through local media: 

1. For River MAC meetings, the District 5 Field Representative will lead the 
outreach and distribution of materials; 

a) Council Members are responsible for amplifying the message and 
sharing the materials. 

2. For Council Member-organized community meetings, the Council Member 
will lead the outreach and distribution of materials; 

a) The District 5 Field Representative will provide support as asked 
or needed. 

D. Post the River MAC purpose and responsibilities wherever appropriate: 

E. Partner with existing community groups and pages to add a link to the River MAC 
webpage; 

F. Council Members should identify appropriate locations to post a description of the 
River MAC and their contact information. 

G. Engage community allies to assist in outreach. 

H. The District 5 Field Representative will coordinate with local high schools to 
develop a meaningful ex-officio student council member program. 

III. Council members will create opportunities for the public to interact with them, 
both in-person and virtually: 

A. Hosting public forums and meetings; 

B. Attend the meetings of existing community and neighborhood groups; 

C. Identify point people and community leaders to serve as liaisons. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/13a-X_zPEOjiZYqmPWq37QNehUy7WcAVnwSCAZyR4oyc/edit
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D. Participate in community events and help “person” the MAC booth. 

E. Work to get community members to sign up for the D5 newsletter. 

IV. Council Members will coordinate with the District 5 Field Representative to be 
aware of pertinent community events that River MAC representatives should 
attend.The District 5 Field Representative will keep the event schedule updated 
with tabling opportunities and representative sign-ups. 

V. Utilize various channels of communications to engage with community members: 

A. Promote District 5 email list 

B. Utilize River MAC Facebook Group and other local social media groups and 
pages to share information. Representatives will be mindful of Brown Act when 
utilizing social media and avoid engaging in activities that would be deemed a 
“serial meeting” as outlined in annual Brown Act training. 

VI. Promote District 5 YouTube channel 

VII. Identify existing institutions, agencies, and community centers that can assist 
with sharing information. 

VIII. Ensure that River MAC materials are ADA and online translation accessible. 
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Guerneville Plaza Community Input Survey Results 
 

 

205 
Responses 

07:11 
Average time to complete 

 

 
 

1.  Do you currently utilize the Plaza? 

 yes 83 

 no 122 

 
 
 

 
2.  How do you use the Plaza? What do you do there? 

 
 

83 
Responses 

 

 
3.  Why don't you use the Plaza? 

 

 

122 
Responses 

 
 
 
 
 

People use the plaza primarily for walking through to access 
the pedestrian bridge or downto wn, attending events like 
concerts and festivals, and engaging in recreat io na l activities 
such as hula hooping and sitting to read or relax. Visiting 
nearby businesses, meeting friends, and taking out-of-town 
visitors are also common reasons. However, some avoid the 
plaza due to safety concerns related to homeless individua ls 
and unleashed dogs. 

 
People report avoiding the plaza mainly due to safety concerns 
involv ing homeless individua ls, drug addicts, and unleashed 
dogs, which make the area feel unsafe and unwelcoming. 
Additionally, the presence of noise, fighting, and filth 
discourages use. Some also mention avoiding the plaza during 
evenings and finding it too populated with unruly behavio r, 
negatively impacting their overall experience. 

 
 

4.  What kind of events would you like to see at the Plaza? 

 
Music 167 

Vendor Fairs 141 

Food vendors / trucks 123 
 
Activities such as yoga, hula hoo… 104 

 
Farmers Market 

 
157 

Educational Activities 76 

Kids Activities 83 

Other 48 
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5.  If improvements were made to the Plaza, do you have a group or activity you would bring to the Plaza on a 
regular basis? If so, what & how often? 

 

205 
Responses 

If improvem ent s were made to the plaza, people would bring more shopping, farmers 
markets, and local musicians . Some would host yoga, tai chi, and senior walks, while others 
envisio n silent discos, food trucks, and community craft tables. Safety and cleanliness are 
crucial, with many willing to participate more often if the enviro nm ent felt safer and more 
welcom ing. Additiona lly, some suggested using the space for art classes, storytime for kids, 
and public library programs. 

 
 

6.  What physical changes do you think would make the Plaza more welcoming? 

Respondents suggested several physical changes to make the Plaza more welcom ing: 
adding comfortab le seating, increasing greenery with more trees and plants, 

205 
Responses 

incorpora t ing planter boxes or containers, and providing more shade. Other ideas 
included installing a fountain, public art, or a communit y mural. Many emphasized 
the need for cleanliness, and improved lighting. 

 
 

7.  Is there something about the current Plaza design that should be preserved? 
 

205 
Responses 

 
 
 

8.  What is your zip code? 
 

 

205 
Responses 

Many people suggested keeping the fountain and trees for their aesthetic and historica l 
value. Access to the footbridg e, the flagpole, and the general design flow were also 
highlig ht ed . Some emphasized the importance of retaining the open space, the brick 
pavers, and the seating areas. A few respondent s mentio ned preserving specific 
memorials. 

 

 
Respondents were primarily from zip code 95446 (72%), followed by: 
95462: 15 occurrences (7.35%), 95471: 8 occurrences (3.92%), 95436: 7 occurrences 
(3.43%), 95421: 6 occurrences (2.94%), 95472: 4 occurrences (1.96%), 95486: 2 
occurrences (0.98%), 95446-9547: 2 occurrences (0.98%), 95403: 2 occurrences (0.98%) 
95346, 93721, 95430, 96446, 93422, 95816, 95447, 94115, 95401, 95440, 95450: Each with 1 
occurrence 

 
 

9.  Optional: What is your name and email address so that you can be notified of upcoming meetings and 
progress? We will add you to Supervisor Hopkins' email list so that you can stay in the loop on this project and 
other 5th District updates. 

 

204 
Responses 

63 people provided an email address. Some mentio ned that they were 
already on the list and others declined. 
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