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Lower Russian River Municipal Advisory Council 
Agenda 

 
Regular Meeting 

September 14, 2023 05:30 PM 
Fife Creek Commons - 16376 5th Street, Guerneville, CA 95446 

https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/lrrmac 
https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/91664614472?pwd=MURHd0RteVBtOE9pbFpHSUJnM0UrUT09 

 

Chair - Rio Nido Representative Pip Marquez de la Plata • Vice Chair - Forestville Representative Lisa 
Nahmanson • Guerneville Representative Joe Rogoff • Guerneville Representative Nic Pereira • Pocket Canyon 

& Greater So Guerneville Representative Betsy Van Dyke • Monte Rio / Villa Grande Representative Cynthia 
Strecker • Cazadero / Duncan Mills Representative Mike Nicholls • Hacienda Representative Vicki 

Clewes • Forestville Representative Vesta Copestakes 

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS 

The Lower Russian River Municipal Advisory Council will make reasonable accommodations for persons having 
special needs due to disabilities. Please contact the Fifth District Field Representative at 707-565-2866 during 
regular business hours at least 48 hours prior to the meeting to ensure necessary accommodations are made. 

 
 
 
 
1.  Call to Order 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 
B. Roll Call 

 
2.  Approval of Agenda, Chair Pip Marquez de la Plata 

 Discussion  Possible Action 

 

3.  Statement of Conflict of Interest 
 

 Discussion 
This is the time for the Chair, Vice Chair and Council Members to indicate any statements of conflict of 
interestfor any item listed on this agenda. 

 
4.  Consent Agenda 

 Discussion  Possible Action 
These items are expected to be routine and non-controversial. The LRRMAC will act upon them at one time 
without discussion. Any Representatives, staff member or interested party may request that an item be 
removed from the consent agenda for discussion. 

A. August 24, 2023 Joint River & Coast MAC Minutes 
 
5.  County Report 

 
 Discussion 

Supervisor Lynda Hopkins and staff will give updates from the County, including an update on the 
application and selection process for representatives and alternates. 

https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/lrrmac
https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/j/91664614472?pwd=MURHd0RteVBtOE9pbFpHSUJnM0UrUT09
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6.  Council Member Comment: On matters not listed on the agenda 
 

 Discussion 
Comments are restricted to matters within the MAC's jurisdiction. Please be brief and limit spoken comments 
to one minute. 

 
7.  Public Comments 

 Discussion 
On Matters not listed on the agenda: Comments are restricted to matters within the Board’s jurisdiction. 
Please be brief and limit spoken comments to two minutes. 

 
8.  Discussion on Scoping for Draft Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR) for 

Canyon Rock Asphalt Facility (PLP22-0027) 
 

 Discussion 
This is an opportunity for MAC councilmemembers and the public to comment on the scope of the 
evironmental issues to be addressed in the EIR for this project. 
Robert Aguaro, Senior Environmental Specialist, is the reviewer assigned to this project and will be available 
to answer questions about the process and receive comments that can be included as part of the record as 
well. 

 
Permit Sonoma conducted a scoping meeting on August 21. The meeting included a presentationon 
elements of the project, a summary of the Notice of Preparation (NOP) and broader California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA )process tocome, and an opportunity to provide comments on the scope of the DSEIR. 

 
Materials from the August 21 meeting, including a recording, are available here: 
https://permitsonoma.org/divisions/planning/projectreview/canyonrockasphaltfacility 

9.  Committee Reports 

 Discussion 
A. Communications Ad Hoc, Report from Chair Joe Rogoff 
B. Community Clean Up Ad Hoc, Report from Chair Lisa Nahmanson delivered by Vicky Clewes 

 
10. Adjournment 

https://sonomacounty.zoom.us/rec/share/JW8zP4YzTGZ4TdAe1pzRe0UhBDvxOH8IxPrK04uPwLHbblqJYNbJ2-K8CeDv6QXM.Vm6dzo0rMjg172XS
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Lower Russian River Municipal Advisory Council 
Minutes 
Other 

August 24, 2023 05:30 PM 
Guerneville Elementary School, 14630 Armstrong Woods Road Guerneville, CA 95466 

https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/lrrmac 
 
 

1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by River MAC Chair - Rio Nido Representative Pip Marquez de 
la Plata. 

A recording of the meeting can be viewed on the Sonoma County 5th District YouTube Channel 
at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0krmGvwo4tM 

 
 

A. Pledge of Allegiance 
Lead by River MAC Forestville Representative Vesta Copestakes 

 
B. River MAC Roll Call 

 
 

Present: Scott Farmer, Liz Gallagher, Che Casul (at Guerneville location) 

Marti Campbell and Drew McCalley via teleconference from 2nd public location at The Sea Ranch 

Ginny Nichols via teleconference pursuant to AB 2449 for just cause due to the caregiving need of a 
sibling 

Caroline Madden arrived at 5:45 PM 
 
 
 

C. Coast MAC Roll Call 
 
 

Present: Scott Farmer, Liz Gallagher, Che Casul (at Guerneville location) 

Marti Campbell and Drew McCalley via teleconference from 2nd public location at The Sea Ranch 

Ginny Nichols via teleconference pursuant to AB 2449 for just cause due to the caregiving need of a 
sibling 

Caroline Madden arrived at 5:45 PM 
 
 
 

2. Approval of the Agenda, Chair Pip Marquez de la Plata Monte Rio / Villa Grande Alternate Patty 
Thayer motioned to approve. A second was made by Coast MAC Timber Cove Representative Scott 
Farmer. The roll call vote: 

 Aye  River MAC Chair - Rio Nido Representative Pip Marquez de la Plata  Aye  River MAC 
Pocket Canyon & Greater So Guerneville Representative Betsy Van Dyke  Aye  River MAC 
Cazadero / Duncan Mills Representative Mike Nicholls  Aye  River MAC Hacienda 
Representative Vicki Clewes  Aye  River MAC Forestville Representative Vesta Copestakes 
 Aye  Coast MAC The Sea Ranch / Annapolis Representative Drew McCalley  Aye  Coast MAC 
Timber Cove Representative Scott Farmer  Aye  Coast MAC Jenner Representative Jill 
Lippitt  Aye  Coast MAC Bodega Bay Representative Ginny Nicholls  Aye  Forestville 
Alternate Lucy Hardcastle  Aye  Guerneville Alternate Kathleen Dahl  Aye  Monte Rio / 

https://sonomacounty.ca.gov/lrrmac
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0krmGvwo4tM
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Villa Grande Alternate Patty Thayer  Aye  Bodega / Valley Ford Alternate Che Casul 
 Aye  Jenner Alternate Liz Gallagher  Absent  Coast MAC Fort Ross / West Cazadero 
Representative Caroline Madden 

3. Statement of Conflict of Interest 

there were none 
 
 

4. River MAC Consent Agenda 
A. July 13 Minutes 

The consent agenda was voted on at once, noting one spelling correction for the minutes. 

River MAC Cazadero / Duncan Mills Representative Mike Nicholls motioned to approve. A second was 
made by River MAC Forestville Representative Vesta Copestakes. The roll call vote: 

 Aye  River MAC Chair - Rio Nido Representative Pip Marquez de la Plata  Aye  River MAC 
Pocket Canyon & Greater So Guerneville Representative Betsy Van Dyke  Aye  River MAC 
Cazadero / Duncan Mills Representative Mike Nicholls  Aye  River MAC Hacienda 
Representative Vicki Clewes  Aye  River MAC Forestville Representative Vesta 
Copestakes  Aye  Forestville Alternate Lucy Hardcastle  Abstained  Guerneville 
Alternate Kathleen Dahl  Abstained  Monte Rio / Villa Grande Alternate Patty Thayer 

B. Bylaws Amendments 

5. Coast MAC Consent Agenda 
A. May 18 Minutes 

The consent calendar was voted on all at once. Scott Farmer introduced the item and announced that 
Chair Leubitz will be forming an Ad Hoc committee to evaluate the current recruitment and 
recommendation process for the Coast MAC to determine what has worked and what needs 
modification. 

Bodega / Valley Ford Alternate Che Casul motioned to approve. A second was made by Coast MAC 
The Sea Ranch / Annapolis Representative Marti Campbell. The roll call vote: 

 Aye  Coast MAC The Sea Ranch / Annapolis Representative Marti Campbell  Aye  Coast 
MAC The Sea Ranch / Annapolis Representative Drew McCalley  Aye  Coast MAC Fort 
Ross / West Cazadero Representative Caroline Madden  Aye  Coast MAC Timber Cove 
Representative Scott Farmer  Aye  Coast MAC Bodega Bay Representative Ginny 
Nicholls  Aye  Bodega / Valley Ford Alternate Che Casul  Aye  Jenner Alternate Liz 
Gallagher 

B. June 22 Minutes 
C. Bylaws Amendments 

6. Council Member Comment: on Matters not listed on the agenda 

Vesta gave this update: Permit Sonoma’s presentation of the final EIR on Sonoma County's Housing 
Element, which is included in the General Plan, was a proud moment of democracy in action. Our 5th 
District was well-represented, especially with people from Graton and Forestville. This is an imperfect 
plan but state mandates, and pressure from a policy called “Builders Remedy” which places 
development in the power of contractors rather than the public, pushed this EIR through a 5-0 board vote 
for approval. BUT, Forestville got some much-needed and important changes thanks to Lynda Hopkins’ 
advocacy. 

No one wanted FOR 4, at the end of a long driveway off a single lane road to be built into 60 units of 
housing, including the property owner. Although there is no Eminent Domain that would force this family 
to build, once zoning to high-density housing is established, it would be hard to go back to low density in 
the future, which basically forces this family to never develop their land for any housing. As Lynda 
stated, this property is a death trap in fire emergencies. There is no way this many people, in addition to 
those who already live on this road, could make it out alive if fire came raging up their hill. 

Lynda Hopkins asked that FOR 4 be REMOVED from the plan in exchange for FOR 6 being put back in as 
a split-lot in order to accommodate both housing and Forestville's much-coveted Skatespot skatepark. 
The revised Housing Element went forward to a full vote of approval to head the the state for review. 
Forestville was saved from a mistake we don’t have to live with now. 

Forestvillians also came out in force for the environmental cleanup for FOR 1 - the Electro Vector plant 
next to Forestville School and Carr's Drive-in restaurant. This site is perfect for affordable housing, 
especially for seniors who prefer to live within walking distance of restaurants, shops, our downtown park 
and West County Trail. The toxic site must be cleaned up. It is a visual blight as well as a hazard to our 
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community. 

Thank you every Forestvillian who attended and spoke up on behalf of locals who feel strongly about 
having a voice in the future of Forestville. 

Betsy announced that Russian River Pride is moving forward October 13-15 and the event's planner 
Cleve Jones is here tonight. 

 
 
 

7. State Update from Senator Mike McGuire and County Update from Supervisor Lynda Hopkins 

Supervisor Hopkins’ update included: 

- Local Coastal Plan - The plan was recently unanimously approved by the Board of Supervisors and will 
now go to the California Coastal Commission. This has been in development for decades. 

- Housing Element - The housing element update was also approved this week. Changes were made to 
remove some problematic sites in exchange for adding other more suitable sites. 

- Wastewater Regulations - New septic system regulations are being developed to balance water quality 
with costs to homeowners. Exploring regional solutions. 

- Vacation Rentals - Considering easing some restrictions, taking a neighborhood-by-neighborhood 
approach. 

- Tree Protection Ordinance - A new tree protection ordinance is in development. 

- Living Wage Ordinance - The living wage ordinance is coming back to the Board of Supervisors. 

- Wildfire Prevention - A new tax could provide funding for wildfire prevention efforts. 

- Insurance - Responded to concerns about homeowner's insurance cancellations and big rate hikes. 

- Homelessness - Discussed progress on reducing homelessness through data-driven approaches. 

- Infrastructure - Mentioned upcoming pedestrian safety projects and funding for local road 
improvements. 

Senator McGuire’s update included: 

- Budget - California has record budget reserves. Investing in schools, college affordability, universal 
school meals. 

- Wildfires - Significant state funding for firefighters, equipment, and prevention. Still need federal 
assistance. 

- Climate Change - Passed $51 billion climate budget focused on reducing emissions and transitioning 
from fossil fuels. 

- Housing - Implementing Care Court system to provide support and treatment for those unable to care 
for themselves. Still need more affordable housing. 

- PG&E - Requiring undergrounding of power lines in high fire risk areas. Pushing accountability reforms. 

- Broadband - Investing billions to expand high-speed internet access across the state. 

- Women's Health - Enshrined reproductive rights in state constitution. Investing in clinics. 

- Infrastructure - Funding coming for various local projects like ADA improvements in Guerneville. 

- State Parks - Acknowledged need for more maintenance, staffing, improvements in local state parks. 
 
 

8. Public Comments 

There was no public comment on items not on the agenda. With a motion from Vesta and seconded by 
Scott, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 8:05 PM 



 

 
 

Lower Russian River Municipal Advisory Council 
Community Clean Up Ad-Hoc Committee 

September 2023 Report 
 
Members: Lisa Nahmanson (Chair: Forestville); Vicki Clewes (MAC Representative: 
Hacienda); Vesta Copestakes (MAC Representative: Forestville); Carol Shumate (Volunteer: 
Russian Riverkeepers); we would love to have more community volunteers on our ad hoc. 

 
Staff: Debbie Ramirez and Lupe Catalan 

 
Objectives: 

 
● Work with staff at District 5 and LRRMAC Communications ad hoc to connect with West 

County groups to create resources for Community Clean Ups. 
● Add content to guide Community Cleanups to Sonoma County River MAC website in 

Spanish as well as English. 
 
Results To Date: 

 
● In 2023 the Community Clean Up ad hoc formed to initiate a locally focused approach 

toward community clean ups. This ad hoc was fka “Trash”. 
● The ad hoc meets each month. Meetings to date have been on the fourth Thursday of 

the month. 
● At our meeting on 8/31/23 (pushed out one week due to the joint town hall River and 

Coast MAC meeting on 8/24/23) we committed to help with clean ups for the River 
Pride event in Guerneville on 10/13/23 and 10/15/23; more logistics to be discussed at 
our meeting on 9/28/23. Betsy Van Dyke (Pocket Canyon Guerneville South Rep) 
liaised with us on behalf of the Pride Parade. 

● At our meeting on 7/27/23 we planned a clean up of the Guerneville Park + Ride with 
Cafecitos. The clean up took place on 8/21/23 

● At our meeting on 6/22/23: we cleaned up the Mirabel Park + Ride with the help of 
Cafecitos (Sandra and Norma); Vicki; Vesta; Lucy. Stay tuned for a short description of 
what we did and HOW TO do your own micro clean up. 

● The ad hoc receives the list of weekly County mowing and can distribute to groups to 
do micro clean ups prior to the mowing with the purpose of eliminating trash being 
shredded on the road. 

● Our next two meetings will be on 9/28 and 10/26. 
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